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PREFACE 


All Americans worthy of the name ought to 
think, during these tense days, of the problems 
and the needs of their country. The very mag- 
nitude of the problems increases mightily the 
needs, and some of them cannot be postponed 
until a more convenient season. These needs 
are many, yet all arise, I think, from one grow- 
ing national fault — the crime of selfishness. 
This distorts our ideas of the relation of the 
individual to the government, of the relation 
to each other of the individuals who make up 
the democracy, of the duties of our great demo- 
cratic state to the rest of the world. The so- 
called “ hyphenated citizens,” men of divided 
allegiance, are a vital menace to the nation. 
Still more dangerous are the greater number 
who admit no allegiance to anything except 
their selfish interests, men who are American 
bom and look to the state only as a provider, 
admitting no debt of service. 

Some few unpatriotic Americans, since the 

great war began, have transferred their alle- 
v 


Digitized by Google 



vi 


PREFACE 


giance to other lands — to England, France, or 
Germany — because there they saw the spirit 
of idealism and of joyful self-sacrifice which 
they could not find in their own country. It is 
these supreme human traits which make a na- 
tion truly great, which command the undying 
loyalty of all the citizens. Yet in renouncing 
their American citizenship these men have com- 
mitted the final and irrevocable act of selfish- 
ness. The man who deserts his country be- 
cause he sees higher ideals elsewhere is more 
contemptible than the man who deserts because 
he can make more money elsewhere. He runs 
away because he is too selfish and too lazy to 
strive with all that is in him to rouse his own 
country from its easy but shameful bed of ma- 
terialism. The other deserts because he has no 
ideals; he is therefore no loss. The idealist 
has stolen something which belongs to his fa- 
therland. 

This little book had its inception in conver- 
sations and arguments with all sorts of people. 
It began as a satire, but I found almost imme- 
diately that I felt these things too deeply to 
treat them in satirical fashion. If we had a 
Butler, who could give us an American Hudi- 
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bras, or another truly American poet with the 
finely satirical pen of Lowell, he might laugh us 
into a realizing shame of our shortcomings; 
but the plain citizen can only speak out his 
thought in .straightforward prose. 

I have only one aim, which is to make people 
think. Whether or not they agree with me is 
of no importance. Truth emerges unscathed 
from the conflict of honest opinions, and the 
truth is all that any of us should want. 

I am grateful, in what might be called an in- 
verted fashion, to the many with whom I have 
talked, who are either guiltless of thought in 
these matters, or who feel, rather than recog- 
nize our dangers, and are convinced that, what- 
ever they may be, they will be removed by the 
national adoption of some silly fad that calls 
itself u reform.” I am more grateful to the 
many who have thought deeply, and have been 
willing to discuss their ideas. I am most grate* 
ful to my wife, whose interest in things worth 
while is unfailing, whose judgment is calm and 
just. She has often checked my tendency to 
overstatement, helped me to say what I really 
meant, and to hold fast to our common ideals. 
Boston, January, 1916. 
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CHAPTER I 


ROSE-COLORED SPECTACLES 

Rose-colored spectacles are very useful to 
politicians when estimating the achievements of 
their own party. They are extremely danger- 
ous when prescribed as a national panacea. 
They neither correct mental myopia nor 
strengthen the optic nerve. They lull the 
fears of cowards, but they obscure the vision 
of good men and true. We Americans like to 
put them on. Our politicians encourage us to 
wear them. Yet when they disguise the gather- 
ing clouds how can we be prepared for the 
storm? It may be time to haul up the weak 
anchor of our self-complacency and to trim our 
sails. “ Two Years Before the Mast ” would 
never have been written if Captain Thompson 
had worn rose-colored spectacles when his ship 
lay at anchor in the open roadstead of San 
Pedro. But, when the officers neglect their 
duty of watching the signs, it is sometimes the 
sailors who give warning in time to save the 
ship. 
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* WAKE UP, AMERICA 

As a people we are just like all the other in- 
habitants of this earth — we enjoy our com- 
fort. More than some others, however, we are 
forgetting that even comfort must be achieved 
by personal effort. No man ever born in this 
world was born to a carefree life. The la- 
borer, earning his ten dollars a week, envies 
the millionaire his freedom from worry; but just 
as often the millionaire envies the laborer for 
exactly the same reason. Content may be the 
crown of life, but lack of it makes life. If the 
individual is perfectly contented with his own 
lot he becomes useless to the world because he 
never progresses. To be absolutely stationary 
is impossible, and the man who considers himself 
stationary will, if he looks abroad, discover that 
his horizon is narrowing, that he is indubitably, 
therefore, going down hill. He may, indeed, 
never look abroad. He may be satisfied with 
his clothes, that they are of a fashionable cut, 
just as politicians are satisfied with their poli- 
cies, when those policies are fashionable among 
the people. But the very fashion of the clothes 
may hide the rottenness of the material, just 
as it often hides the falsity of the politician’s 
premises ; and as the storm may tear off the 
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rags of the self-satisfied individual, leaving him 
naked to the buffetings of the wind, so the blast 
of truth from an unexpected quarter may con- 
found the politician and leave his country shiv- 
ering and exposed. 

Of course no one could infer that such plati- 
tudinous similes as these could possibly refer 
to America — the land of progress and reform ! 
We all look over or under our spectacles at the 
horrors which have engulfed Europe, but look- 
ing straight at ourselves we look through col- 
ored glass. (As a matter of fact it is hardly 
our fault. We have become so accustomed to 
the rosy tint that we take it for the truth.) 
We look at stricken Europe, where we all have 
so many suffering friends, and we tell each 
other what the nations at war should have done 
to avert the catastrophe. Russia, of course, 
should have abolished, long since, its unspeak- 
able system of autocratic government; Austria 
should have abandoned dreams of conquest and 
bent all its energies to the amalgamation of its 
own antagonistic peoples; France should have 
urged Frenchmen in Alsace to become loyal sub- 
jects of their new master, and might have been 
a bit less grasping in North Africa; Germany 
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should have been content with her approaching 
commercial supremacy, and should have forgot- 
ten that mythical " place in the sun 99 ; England 
should have been more generous and a little less 
self-satisfied — incidentally, knowing as her 
rulers did, the complexities of the European 
situation, she ought to have established a real 
defensive army, because, had that been done, 
as almost every one who knows admits, there 
would have been no war — at least not yet. 
On the whole we are most kindly disposed to- 
ward France, in spite of her political scandals. 
And, as inclination guides, each finds most to 
blame in Germany or in Eugland. 

But let us take off our spectacles. Is the 
suddenly revealed picture of America much 
more admirable than that of Europe? Our 
rulers cry out that we must put back the spec- 
tacles — at least that is what they mean, al- 
though their words may vary. President Wil- 
son says that the country is safe so long as he, 
untroubled by advice, but with his ear to the 
ground to catch the reverberations of the popu- 
lar voice, is at the helm. Secretary Daniels 
says that everything is beautiful, and that the 
navy is most beautiful of all. Secretary Gar- 
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rison admits danger but says that we are pre- 
paring to prepare. Secretary Burleson says 
that all is well as long the Post-Office makes 
money, and shows his neat balance sheets to 
prove our safety. So each little politician has 
something comforting to tell us. All are ven- 
dors of rose-colored spectacles, some more 
tinted than others, but all warranted to make 
their wearers believe that things are better than 
they are. 

“ To make them believe ” — put a hyphen in 
the place of “ them ” and the result is “ make- 
believe.” It is dangerous, we have learned dur- 
ing these last illuminating months, to put our 
trust in hyphens, and more than one good 
American citizen is beginning to understand 
the very real danger in make-believes. These 
lavishly supplied spectacles of ours may still 
deceive us but they cannot any longer convince 
us of the truth of the deception. If our officers 
wear them — or pretend to wear them — we are 
beginning to see that it is only because they 
want to be in the fashion, and we sailors — and 
after all is said we make the ship go — are be- 
ginning to take off our own spectacles rather 
more often of late. It is not pleasant, but we 
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are beginning to wonder whether it may not be 
wiser to see the unpleasant things now, before 
it is too late to mend, rather than wait for a 
year or two when we may be compelled to look 
at something unbearable ; whether it is not wiser 
to anticipate the storm while there is yet time 
to save the ship. 
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CHAPTER II 


LEADERSHIP 

Nothing has yet proved that a democracy is 
not the very best form of human government, 
but it is certain that democracy is the very 
worst form unless each member of the common- 
wealth is ready, or is forced, to take his appro- 
priate share of the responsibility of govern- 
ment. That responsibility neither begins nor 
ends with the vote. It means ceaseless vigi- 
lance, ceaseless criticism, real thought. The 
mere universal casting of votes would be the end 
of good government, and our touching belief in 
the inevitable wisdom of the popular will is one 
of our most dangerous fallacies. No half 
truth has ever been so much misunderstood as 
that “ the voice of the people is the voice of 
God.” If it were wholly true most of us would 
be willing to dispense entirely with God because 
we should no longer have any respect for Him. 
The fallacy of the statement, however, lies in 
our interpretation of what the voice of the peo- 
ple really is. If it is the collective shouting 
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of the multitude it is of no value whatever — 
Mr. Bryan and those who mistake sound for 
sense to the contrary notwithstanding — for 
the most ignorant always bellow the loudest. 
If, on the other hand, the voice of the people is 
not a confused babble of individual foolish- 
nesses and grievances — not by any means mak- 
ing for wisdom, but only for greater and pror 
founder inanity — ; nor yet an echo of the 
preachments of those politicians who chase 
popularity along the paths of least resistance; 
if it is neither of these things, but rather the 
collective, calm speech of a people which has 
listened to statesmen who see the light and who 
breathe the truth, then indeed the popular voice 
somewhere nearly approximates the voice of 
God. Other forms of government can get along 
with general efficiency. A democracy can be 
great only when it produces great leaders. 

These great leaders are rare because they are 
great men, but America, young as she is, has 
had them. Without them we should not, to- 
day, be one of the leading nations of the world. 
Without Abraham Lincoln we should hardly 
even have survived. Lincoln, to be sure, usu- 
ally followed the voice of the people, but it was 
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because he made the people speak his words. 
This is the essence of leadership. 

A great leader, so far as fallible human na- 
ture permits, recognizes the truth because he 
has faced facts without flinching. He courage- 
ously follows the truth, even when it runs coun- 
ter to the popular will, knowing that popular- 
ity cannot affect truth, and that in the end 
people must accept truth whether they like it 
or not. This, however, is only one quality of 
leadership ; it is essential, but it is not enough. 
Many have had it and have been thrust scorn- 
fully from the seats of the mighty, only to re- 
ceive a barren, because posthumous reward in 
the register of history. To a recognition of 
truth must be added the power not too pain- 
fully to make others see the truth — and not 
only the bare truth, which is sometimes ugly, 
but the regenerative and saving power of that 
truth, its intrinsic worth and beauty. Oliver 
Cromwell revealed unmistakably a large field of 
truth, but, on the whole, he made it appear so 
unspeakably hideous that a great proportion of 
the people preferred to shut their eyes and 
finally to revert to more graceful shams. 
Cromwell dominated England for nearly twenty 
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years by the sheer brute power of his personal- 
ity, and when he died the truths he had revealed 
were thrust out of sight long before his tre- 
mendous personality was forgotten. Lincoln 
also had to impose unpleasant truths, but some- 
how he so sweetened them that they were volun- 
tarily accepted and remain among our most 
precious possessions. To great qualities of 
character he added great qualities of leader- 
ship. 

For a great leader must really lead. Having 
seen truth he must speak, not only with the 
tongues of men but of angels, until his inspired 
thoughts are recognized to be divine because 
they have become the thoughts of the majority 
of the people. Then, and only then, is there 
reason in the democratic belief in the sanctity 
of the will of the majority; when the majority 
has brought its will into accord with the will of 
the great leader. Persuasiveness must be 
joined to recognition of facts as they are and to 
the assembling of these facts in such order that 
there may be real progress. There is no final 
reality in the apparent progress which results 
from the neglect or overriding of facts. 

A great leader may be personally ambitious, 
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but he must never allow personal ambition to 
hold back his hand when the hour has struck. 
Usually, to be sure, he has foreseen the hour, 
and has prepared the people to meet the crisis. 
But sometimes events have moved too fast even 
for his superior intelligence, and, if that is the 
case, he must never hesitate between the sacri- 
fice of himself and the cause. When, during 
the Civil War, the hour for conscription came, 
Lincoln did not hesitate to issue the call be- 
cause his friends told him that it meant political 
ruin. It was contrary to the will of the ma- 
jority but it saved the nation, and fortunately 
the nation realized this before it had a chance to 
dismiss its great leader. The President acted 
when the time came, but he had also waited as 
long as it was wise to wait — and sometimes 
this waiting is the severest test of real leader- 
ship. There is folly in the maxim that truth 
must be spoken in season and out of season, for 
unseasonable speech may well delay the recogni- 
tion of the truth. There is an impassable gulf 
between the slave-driver and the leader. 

If these things, therefore, be true of great 
leadership; that it faces fact, and recognizes 
truth ; that it has the power to persuade of the 
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virtue of that truth; that it restrains itself 
from driving, but, regardless of personal conse- 
quences, acts when the hour has struck — if 
these things are true, have we, in America, any 
really great leaders? God knows we need them. 

Probably no one among us is more willing to 
face facts than is Theodore Roosevelt. He 
proclaims the truth from the house-tops, and 
men perforce agree with him because they ap- 
preciate courage and bow before conviction. 
Roosevelt fails as a great leader only because 
he lacks restraint, the power to wait for the 
hour to strike. He sees the fundamental truth 
and never permits his feet to slip from that 
rock. We, the people, however, cannot keep 
our minds fixed on anything so abstract as fun- 
damental truth. Words have, for us, a vast 
meaning, and when Roosevelt exaggerates, 
when, because of the fervor of his purpose, he 
flings himself into bitter personalites to such 
an extent that many think ambition, temper, 
love of the spectacular, to be the motives of his 
words, then we are repelled by the violence of 
his language and forget its purpose. A great 
leader should express the calm truth of convic- 
tion, not the tempestuous truth of temper. 
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Roosevelt’s bitterest opponents are usually very 
stupid or very venal men, because they fail to 
recognize the splendid patriotism and the high 
moral purpose under the exaggeration ; his 
frantic supporters are often not only stupid but 
dangerous men, because they care little for the 
patriotism and still less for the high moral pur- 
pose while they revel in the exaggerations and 
the bitter disputes. Roosevelt stands between 
the two. Supreme responsibility would sober 
him ; the overgrowth on the rock of truth where 
he stands would shrivel away ; but he would be 
no longer a hero in the eyes of his outrageous 
friends, and he might well find them difficult to 
manage. He is so much in earnest, moreover, 
that he would try to carry through, in four 
years, all the reforms which might well benefit 
the country in the course of a lifetime, and 
might equally bring grave disaster in the term 
of one Presidential office. Furthermore, Roose- 
velt’s enthusiasm for the problem of the moment 
leads him temporarily, sometimes, to put into 
the background the profound truths of which he 
is our principal spokesman, to devote himself to 
the promulgation of single popular reforms. 
His imagination is captured by any plan which 
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gives promise of righting a particular injustice, 
and he does not stop to realize that a particular 
injustice can often be permanently righted only 
by the slow progress of universal, justice. In the 
prosecution of these specific reforms he forgets, 
for the time, his mission to the nation, attracts 
the crowd, perhaps, and frightens thoughtful 
men. He dissipates his enormous zeal for na- 
tional righteousness in the advocacy of little re- 
forms, for which the country may not be ready. 
He has not failed in this way during the last 
year, and that he ever fails is a tragedy for him 
and for America because, on the great questions, 
no man is a more faithful servant of the truth, 
a safer leader. 

Taft saw the truth, spoke it mildly and with 
conviction, but without persuasiveness. It 
happened also that he concerned himself largely 
with the dissemination of rather small but very 
unpopular aspects of the truth. He was not 
afraid to run counter to the trend of popular 
opinion because he was not concerned with 
the possible dangers to his own career — not 
enough concerned for the good of his party. 
People were irritated rather than made really 
angry. They were used to public hangings, and 


Digitized by Google 



LEADERSHIP 


15 


he gave them nursery spankings. Probably no 
better man ever sat in the White House. Cer- 
tainly no man with fewer of the essential quali- 
ties of leadership ever sat there. It is in retire- 
ment that Taft exercises a benevolently good 
influence on his countrymen. They appreciate 
him, now that he is no longer officially their 
leader. 

President Wilson’s friends delight in calling 
him the enigma of public life — as though to be 
enigmatic were a valuable quality in a leader. 
One or two great leaders, like Disraeli, to be 
sure, have been leaders in spite of this quality, 
but most have been, seemingly, transparent. 
The only thing that should be difficult of com- 
prehension in a great leader is his size. Wilson 
is a driver, almost a slave-driver within the 
ranks of his own party, but he is in no 
sense a leader. He is apparently more con- 
cerned with words than with facts. He was 
elected on a radical platform by men who 
thought him too great to be as radical 
as his supporters, and indeed his own words, 
made him out. He became President, not 
because he was a great leader, but because there 
were no great leaders to oppose him, and be- 
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cause he split the votes of two opposing candi- 
dates. He does not represent democracy, be- 
cause he is totally undemocratic. Like the 
Turk, he can 44 bear no brother near the 
throne.” He prefers satellites to co-workers. 
The great leader gathers about him the strong- 
est of the land, listens to them, dominates them, 
because to his own vision he adds their visions, 
making them bigger and truer as they pass 
through the crucible of his own' burning intellect. 
President Wilson trusts no intellect, no vision 
but his own. He is greater than those gathered 
about him because they are so pitifully small. 
He can learn nothing from them and wants to 
learn nothing from them or from any one else. 
He mistakes his own voice for the voice of the 
people, and then asserts the voice of the people 
to be the word of God. He is a slave to the 
magic of his own words. If Theodore Roose- 
velt underestimates the value of words, Wood- 
row Wilson as fatally overestimates their value. 
Men may be swayed by rhetoric, but they can- 
not live for long on rhetoric. The President is 
obstinate rather than strong. He has accom- 
plished much which may be of value to the na- 
tion because he has driven his slaves in Con- 
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gress. He has neglected much of greater im- 
portance because he cannot drive the nation 
and fails to lead the nation. 

In some respects Bryan, more than the oth- 
ers, is a leader, but, alas, only in the sense that 
a gander leads a flock of geese. If the ultimate 
aim of democracy be the rule of the feeble- 
minded, then a Bryanized American would be a 
model for the world. Roosevelt fails because 
personal ambition or temper often blinds him 
momentarily to the truth that is in him ; Taft 
fails because he is not persuasive except in his 
character of a private citizen ; Wilson fails be- 
cause he is too obstinate in the prosecution of 
his pet issues to recognize that other issues are 
nationally more imperative, too autocratic to 
lead where he cannot drive ; Bryan fails because 
he cannot distinguish between truth and false- 
hood and is always likely to use his really great 
powers of persuasion to lure his followers along 
the path of destruction. 

There may be in America some yet undiscov- 
ered great leader. We have men of wisdom, 
truth-makers and truth-finders, like Root and 
Lodge; we have masters in the art of persua- 
sion, like Borah and La Follette; we have the 
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small fry of the political ocean, each the master 
of still smaller fish, and one of these may yet 
grow to greatness. The time has come when 
the nation is beginning to tire of leaders with 
single ideas, men who can urge with conviction 
and persuasive force their own pet issues but 
nothing else. The nation is beginning to real- 
ize that there are greater issues even than suf- 
frage, or prohibition, or minimum wage laws, or 
the initiative and the referendum, or the short 
ballot, or the tariff, or the income tax. Every 
issue such as these must be thrashed out, of 
course, for every one has its special importance, 
if only because it has its ardent advocates ; but 
in a democracy like these United States not one 
is vitally important unless every individual 
throughout the length and breadth of the land 
feels acutely his own personal responsibility in 
these and all other matters of government. 
Only wise, truthful leadership can induce this 
sense of individual responsibility — and it must 
be a sense of duty to the nation, not to the po- 
litical party. 
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POLITICAL PARTIES 

A young man given to the serious consideration 
of religious matters remarked that he was a 
good Baptist, that he believed the arguments as 
to the correctness of the Baptist faith to 
be incontrovertible, its position impregnable. 
44 But,” he added, 44 1 find it difficult quite to be- 
lieve in the reality of God.” 

We are, almost all of us, good Democrats or 
good Republicans. We can support our re- 
spective parties with arguments which we be- 
lieve to be incontrovertible ; we believe our posi- 
tion to be impregnable. But are we all con- 
vinced of the bigger reality which gives sanction 
to parties, just as the existence of God confers 
the only tangible, if comparative, reality to 
sects? Are we first Americans and secondarily 
Republicans or Democrats? Or do we, like the 
good Baptist, attempt unscientifically to in- 
clude the whole in the part, the ultimate in the 
temporal ; in our zeal for party forgetting to be 

American as he forgets to be Christian? 

10 
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The party man is sometimes, if not generally, 
more patriotic than the party leader, and there 
are few party leaders who dare to put country 
above party — except, perhaps, in public 
speeches, before audiences which include mem- 
bers of the other party. Roosevelt, it is true, 
has done this fearlessly during the past year, 
appealing, without thought either of self or of 
party, to all that is best in American idealism. 
Party leaders are seldom honestly deceived, as 
are their followers. The man who votes the 
Democratic or the Republican ticket believes 
that the platform on which his party stands 
presents the best program for his country. 
Has he not been repeatedly told so for months ? 
The party leader, on the contrary, he who 
builds the platform, builds it quite consciously 
of a mixture of sound timber and useless, but 
decorative, stucco. It is devised to insure the 
success of the party, the predominance of the 
party leadlers. It is, moreover, always based 
on the shifting sands of popular opinion, not on 
the solid rock of truth, because the winds of 
ephemeral desire blow the sand into higher hills, 
on the crests of which the stately structure is 
visible from a greater distance. Party leaders 
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fully understand this. They are gamblers in 
the fortunes of their country. They risk disas- 
ter for the nation rather than oblivion for them- 
selves. 

Most of us are Republicans or Democrats, 
but some of us have been Mugwumps and Pro- 
gressives. Perhaps for that very reason we 
were trying to be better Americans. We 
trusted more fully to the character of Cleve- 
land or Roosevelt than to the specious promises 
written in party programmes. The Mug- 
wumps believed that, although in many of the 
details of his policy Cleveland was wrong, he 
was yet a surer guide than Blaine ; that Cleve- 
land could be trusted to keep his promises, that 
Blaine could not be trusted at all. The Pro- 
gressives believed that the forcefulness of 
Roosevelt, exaggerated in the wrong direction 
though it might sometimes be, was less danger- 
ous to the nation than the fine but nerveless 
and unpersuasive and only apparent leadership 
of Taft. Both groups, in the main, consid- 
ered country rather than party. Both realized 
that fine words, in the one case without fully 
trusted character, in the other without requisite 
force in the man elected to carry out the prom- 
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ises of his party, were little more than sham. 
Both knew that only a truly great man is able 
to rise above the blandishments and the in- 
terested arguments of the unelected, untitled, 
and officially unrecognized arbiters of party 
policies. An elected servant of the people 
must do his work more or less in the open. 
Party managers work in that dim region from 
which the public is excluded. One must appear 
to serve the country. The other need make 
no pretenses; his aim is solely the benefit of 
his party, and therefore of himself and of his 
associates — for all he cares the country may 
go to the dogs. There will be only bones to 
gnaw on after he has made way with the meat. 
It is the powerful and sinister influence of these 
workers in darkness which has so often dis- 
appointed us in the performance, as compared 
to the promises, of many an elected official. 
Any device, like the short ballot, is worthy the 
support of every honest man, if there is any 
hope that it may do away with the invisible 
government which is the curse of the party 
system. 

If human nature was unselfish, ceaselessly 
earnest in the cause of righteousness, in other 
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words if each of us was God in miniature, there 
would undoubtedly arise a democracy which 
would be the wonder of the world. Every man 
would have justice; no man would seek any re- 
ward beyond what his merits made his due. 
The best men would inevitably attain the high- 
est positions. We should all honestly acknowl- 
edge truth as soon as it was pointed out. As 
a rule our little political leaders try to make 
us believe that just this beautiful millennium 
has already arrived — in the Democratic or the 
Republican party, as the case may be — or 
that it will arrive just as soon as we reduce or 
raise the tariff, or make some other equally 
unimportant reform. Even more insistent are 
the extra-party orators, the prohibitionists and 
the suffragists and the socialists. All are 
blind because they ignore the greatest and most 
patent of all facts — the fact of human nature. 
Not one of us is God in miniature, and the man 
who thinks he is has probably fewer divine 
attributes than other men. Just here, in fact, 
is hidden a greater danger than any inherent 
in the party system. From the very clash of 
party blows are struck out some small sparks 
of truth which all may see. If there were no 
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parties there would be no conflicting policies. 
We should think only of men and we should put 
at the helm some spell-binder like Bryan, who 
would trample wisdom and national honor un- 
der his feet. 

Approximate truth will be arrived at only 
by a process of natural selection and there can 
be such selection only where a choice between 
various courses is furnished. Exactly this 
diversity of possible courses is put before us 
by the programs of the different political 
parties, a diversity tending by constant dis- 
cussion, by the gradual crowding out of the 
weaker by the more vital ideas, to leave a 
residuum of truth. Without parties, without 
the resultant conflict of ideas and ideals; with 
the preponderance of ignorance and supersti- 
tion over intelligence among the mass of the 
people; with human nature, in fact, as it is, 
unreasoning and selfish, the true progress of 
the state would stop. 

For national progress in a democratic coun- 
try like America, then, the party system, in 
spite of its dangers, seems to be valuable. But 
our parties do not bring such progress as they 
might because both are inclined to ignore the 


Digitized by Google 



POLITICAL PARTIES 25 

fundamental fact that the broad basis on which 
both parties stand is common ground. Their 
leaders are blinded by the fallacy of the 
rightness of the popular will, as expressed 
through the ranks of one or the other party. 
They go even further; they believe that sanc- 
tion, given through the polls to their particular 
party, enables them to invoke the same sanction 
for the prosecution of later schemes, thought 
out by some little party leader — note, for 
example, the insistence on the part of Washing- 
ton that the country is behind McAdoo’s foolish 
shipping bill. The party leaders would one 
and all admit, of course, that justice and 
strength are the ultimate aims of any nation; 
justice to all in internal policy, strength to 
preserve that justice by the ability to repel 
external attack. But they would equally as- 
sert that justice, at any particular moment of 
time, consisted in the moral sanction given to 
this or that law by the majority of the people 
— which, again, narrowly interpreted, means 
by the party in power. As a matter of fact 
this kind of moral sanction may be utterly and 
absurdly wrong if the nation is to be saved from 
extinction. All who have read it remember 
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Carlyle’s vivid simile of the ship starting out 
to round Cape Horn. The captain, the offi- 
cers, and the crew may agree cordially that the 
ship ought to be navigated in a certain way, 
but if that way happens to be contrary to the 
immutable laws of navigation the ship will never 
round the Horn; if it happens to ignore the 
physical fact of islands and icebergs she will 
go to the bottom. Popular opinion, even the 
opinion of a great majority, when it conceives 
justice to have a basis only in the feeling for 
what is right and what wrong may be as fatal 
for the nation as, for the ship, was the naviga- 
tion agreement of a sentimental crew and offi- 
cers. National policy is dictated by the party 
in power, which, in turn, receives its orders 
from the popular opinion of the rank and file 
of the party. That popular opinion of justice 
not only may be, but usually is wrong, because 
it concerns itself, as a general thing, with 
the immediate comfort and convenience of the 
larger number, quite irrespective of the question 
whether the satisfaction of their wants will con- 
duce to real national justice, progress, and 
safety. In other words, our government de- 
grades itself into a machine for doling out 
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benefits in the interests of the majority without 
much regard for the rights of the minority. 
It has no constructive program unless it hap- 
pens to have a leader big enough to look 
beyond the one omnipresent desire to keep his 
own party in power. Every administration 
has good intentions but is always ready to post- 
pone their fulfillment to a more opportune time. 

The leader of the nation should be above 
party, and that without destroying the party 
system. What is our method to-day? We 
elect our President because he is a Democrat or 
a Republican. If he happens to be a poor 
judge of character he assembles about him a me- 
diocre set of men to act as his advisers. If he 
happens to be a wise man he assembles about 
him the very best men in his party. (Whatever 
else one may think of Roosevelt one must admit 
that his cabinet was composed of the strongest 
men in the Republican party.) If he happens 
to be a domineering man he appoints as his 
political advisers men to whom he is indebted, 
because he must, and, because he wishes, fills 
up his cabinet with men whose advice will prob- 
ably be so absurd that he need not listen, or, 
if he listens, will gain greater glory for himself 
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by disregarding it. (Whatever one thinks of 
Wilson one must admit that his absurd cabinet 
was made up on some such principle.) If Con- 
gress happens to be of the opposite party, or 
fairly evenly divided, four years are spent in 
more or less futile bickerings. If Congress 
happens to be subservient to the President we 
have four years of a one-man rule, which is 
good for the country in so far as the President 
is a far-seeing and genuinely patriotic man. 
Our government then becomes comparable to 
the government in an absolute monarchy, ex- 
cept that if it is beneficent we have no assurance 
that it will continue, and if disastrous we have 
the right to hope that it may end. 

The President, like the King of England, 
should be above all party lines. He should be 
selected because of his proved character and 
power of leadership. He should be subservient 
to party only in so far as he should be com- 
pelled to select his cabinet from the dominant 
party in Congress. Such a man would not 
choose inferior advisers. He would be forced, 
in fact, to nominate the strongest men of the 
party in power. He would, himself, have only 
the interests of the whole nation in view, but 
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his government would seek the realization of 
those interests according to the plans of one 
or the other party. We should still be able 
to seek truth through the process of natural 
selection afforded by the party system. In 
our foreign relations we should have the advan- 
tage of continuity of policy, because foreign 
policy is not, and never should be allowed to 
be, a matter of party politics. We should have 
as our foreign representatives Americans, the 
wisest in the nation, not Democrats or Republi- 
cans chosen in payment for services to the 
party. We should forever be spared the shame 
of such incompetent foreign representation as 
afflicts us now. 

“ Take away all possibility of the spoils sys- 
tem, of the reward for party loyalty, and you 
strike at the life of party,” some one asserts. 
Such an assertion, whether expressed or implied, 
never came from a patriotic American. It is 
a statement that we care nothing for honor, 
for our country, for justice, but only for our 
miserable and insignificant selves. If it is true, 
then we, as a nation, may as well give up our as- 
pirations, our future, our national entity, at 
once. This would be better for the world. 
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But it is not true. It is a lie, because it denies 
even a spark of unselfishness in our American 
humanity. It denies the possibility of national 
justice, without which we must be a pariah 
among nations, a world-infection, only to be 
removed by the surgeon-knife of war. 
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PANACEAS 

The United States is like a young man who 
has suddenly grown beyond his strength. The 
body is too big and unwieldy to be surely con- 
trolled by the still somewhat childish brain. 
A muscle here is weak, an organ there is out 
of order, not because of any structural defect 
but because the different parts do not properly 
perform their different but related functions. 
The circulation is a bit defective. The stomach 
does not readily digest the strong food de- 
manded by the huge body. Poisons are not 
promptly thrown out. With every superficial 
appearance of strength, the man is unprepared 
to cope with any serious physical difficulty. 
Any competent physician called on to pre- 
scribe a remedy would first make a thorough 
diagnosis. Finding all the parts sound he 
would prescribe a general toning up of the 
whole system, would insist on exercise, plenty 
of air, careful and well regulated diet, sane 

and rigid mental training, so that the young 
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man should come to appreciate the necessity 
and the value of the prescription. The quack 
doctor, on the other hand, with a tragic face 
and much shaking of the head, would treat the 
separate parts, would dose the stomach with 
drugs, would put splints on the weak limbs, 
* would prescribe alcoholic tonics to give, a fal- 
lacious, temporary sense of vigor. This is 
just exactly what we are doing for America — 
experimenting with our own silly theories or 
employing the most widely self-advertised 
quacks to rub their specifics on the most painful 
spots in the social organism, dosing ourselves 
in the meantime with deep draughts of optimism 
to increase our belief that we are so building 
up the whole overgrown and ill-articulated body 
of the nation. 

That we are, at least, conscious that every- 
thing is not as it should be is evident from the 
fact that we are so eager to try all manner of 
reforms. We are like sick men who read the 
glowing promises of the patent medicine ad- 
vertisements in the back of the ten cent maga- 
zines. Neither we nor they really believe all 
the promises, but, like them, we are sufficiently 
interested to wonder whether the various medi- 
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cines may not be worth trying. And there are 
plenty of fakirs to cry up every nostrum. 
National panaceas are as numerous and as va- 
ried in their essence, as identical in their prom- 
ised results, as are the various “ rheumatism 
chasers ” hawked about at a county fair. 

“ Here, gentlemen ! Here is the cure for all 
your ills. It’s so simple it’s funny no one ever 
thought of it before.” So speaks the first re- 
tailer of a sure cure for all the ills of the body 
politic. A national minimum wage law, ac- 
cording to him, will at once put an end to all 
social disputes. Under such a law it will be 
“ impossible for greedy corporations to grind 
down their helpless employees,” and they will, 
therefore not make more money than they 
should; instead the money will be equitably 
divided, so that nobody will starve; men with 
their bellies full are never instigators of 
trouble; we shall all be happy. It is not in 
the least funny that nobody, before now, has 
discovered this simple remedy. The only 
funny thing is that so many people believe the 
promises printed on the bottle. For there are 
one or two obvious fallacies. A man ought 
to be paid what he is worth — no less and no 
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more. There are some people who are worth 
just about nothing. Are employers to be 
forced to employ the worthless at the minimum 
wage? If so they will be compelled to cut 
down the worthy to the minimum wage also, 
since no business can be run at a loss. Or if 
they are not compelled to employ the worthless 
and the nearly worthless, what are we, as a 
nation, going to do about it? Shall the in- 
competents become an absolute burden on the 
state, or shall they be allowed to die? (It is 
fair to say that the latter method might im- 
prove the race, but it is hardly in line with 
modem humanitarian ideas and would certainly 
not conduce to universal happiness.) In either 
case the social unrest will not be diminished; 
the cry of unfairness will be raised by men of a 
higher grade of efficiency than those who now 
protest; or there will be a general outcry at 
intolerable taxation, since the state cannot 
snatch dollars out of the air, like a magician, 
to support the army of the unfit. The mini- 
mum wage will not go far toward permanently 
toning up the national organism. 

“ Rut prohibition will do it,” cries the next 
fakir, imagining that he stands on a moral 
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pedestal, which is higher than a merely eco- 
nomic one. The moral ground of the prohibi- 
tionist is, apparently, that alcohol in any form 
is a detriment to health. That remains to be 
proved, and in any case there was never a 
philosopher who made bodily health and morals 
synonymous. There is many a bed-ridden 
saint. On the other hand no one will deny that 
there is a very serious moral issue connected 
with the liquor question. The man who drinks 
his weekly wage while his family starves; the 
man who gets drunk and beats his wife, or com- 
mits murder, is a menace to the state — but it 
is the man who is a menace, not the drink. As 
well say that a knife is intrinsically evil because 
it sometimes stabs people. If we set out to 
legislate against everything which may be used 
for immoral purposes by bad men we should 
soon put an end to civilization. Men are never 
made strong, or even good, by removing temp- 
tation; the world has pretty well got over its 
belief in merely passive goodness. Men are 
made strong and good only by enabling them 
to face temptation. If prohibition would make 
fine citizens out of all drunkards it would be 
worth trying, because the loss in revenue and 
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in comfort would be small as compared to the 
gain to the country ; but the man who becomes 
a drunkard is generally the one who would 
find some other intoxicant equally desirable. 
When coffee houses were started in London the 
women petitioned that they should be abolished 
by law, on account of their evil influence. 
There was forbidden fruit in Paradise, and 
the world is still full of Adams and of Eves. 
Prohibition will not save the state. 

“ All these are blind,” cries a shrill voice. 
“ If women had the vote they would make truly 
righteous laws.” If it is unfair to women not 
to let them vote by all means let us do so. 
National justice does not calmly contemplate 
any unfair discrimination. If the ballot is the 
inherent right of every ignorant, brutal male, 
then surely the fact of sex is no sufficient reason 
for withholding it from women. But let us 
at least face the consequences. The theory of 
the value of female suffrage is partly based on 
the fallacy of the divine excellence of popular 
voting — the more votes the more unmistakable 
the voice of God. No argument is possible 
with one who accepts this fallacy as truth, be- 
cause the number of votes will certainly be 
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increased. The cost of elections also will be 
increased; the results will be, even more than 
now, based on sentimental, rather than eco- 
nomic reasons. In the hurly-burly of elections 
men will become less chivalrous, for when rights 
are multiplied obligations toward the holders 
of the rights are diminished. In acquiring a 
new means of influence woman will inevitably 
lose other means. She will be able to demand 
less protection and she will receive less protec- 
tion. Yet her need will be no less, because the 
enactment of no new law can suddenly change 
the physical fact of centuries. 

“ Government ownership will put an end to 
all our growing pains,” fervently declares the 
next orator, from the top of his particular 
barrel. His arguments are as violent as they 
are jejune. He would make business as demo- 
cratic — and as inefficient — as government. 
Democracy, for him, cannot mean equal oppor- 
tunity according to ability, for, if this is the 
meaning of democracy, business is more demo- 
cratic than anything else. In no walk of life 
is real worth so likely to bring success. No; 
for this orator democracy means the success of 
plausibility, not the success of merit. He 
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gloriously ignores fact if he actually believes 
that any business would be more efficiently run 
by officers elected on a popular ballot than by 
those chosen by experts who thoroughly under- 
stand the business and have its interests at 
heart. Government ownership would enor- 
mously increase the number of elective offices 
or else would give a scope to the spoils system 
wider than any ever dreamed of by the most 
mercenary congressman. Under these condi- 
tions, and they would be inevitable, government 
ownership of railroads, or steamships, or tele- 
phones, or electric power, or any other public 
utility, would be a shameful waste of national 
resources. The success of the Prussian rail- 
ways is no argument because Prussia does not 
happen to be a democracy. The paper-credit 
balance of our own Post Office is no argument 
because the service is unsatisfactory, the ap- 
parent credit balance is obtained by unfair 
treatment of the railroads, and even after that 
by juggling with figures. Inefficiency — waste 
— are these going to build up the power of the 
nation ? 

" Communism ! ” shrieks another fakir. It is 
curious how vociferous the advocates of broth- 
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erly love always are, and how angry they be- 
come when their auditors do not instantly agree 
with them. When some one has concocted a 
law which will really make Mr. Jones of New 
York regard Mr. Sung Loy of Pekin with the 
same kind of affection that he shows toward 
hia own son, then let us by all means have 
communism. The fact is that neither the 
world, nor even the United States, is a large 
and loving family and no possible legislation 
is going to make it so. “ The labor unions 
must be given a free hand,” cries another. But 
will the domination of the unions, a rule more 
autocratic than that of capital — in some 
unions keeping down the level of ability to fit 
the lowest, and prohibiting the progress of the 
most fit — bring industrial peace and happiness 
to all? “ Pacifism!” When in the course of 
human history has cowardice brought security 
or happiness, or the arguments of W. J. Bryan 
convinced any large proportion of intelligent 
men? There are other orators innumerable, 
each with his infallible remedy, noteworthy all 
together only because the numbers of those who 
stop to listen show that there is a consciousness 
of national disease. 
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But the patent-medicine vendor who stands 
on far the highest barrel, the growl of whose 
voice extends to the furthest corner of the Na- 
tional Fair Grounds, whose entranced auditors 
are far the most numerous, is the exponent of 
the claims of socialism. He is, of all, the most 
wildly mistaken, because he, more than any 
other, insists that superficial symptoms are pro- 
found causes, and because he willfully ignores 
facts. It is almost impossible to argue with 
him because he refuses to argue unless you will 
accept his historical premises, which happen 
to be false. He believes the statements of Carl 
Marx as implicitly as certain Christians believe 
the statements of the Bible; and as fervently 
as some Christians hate other Christians, he 
hates other socialists who draw from the in- 
spired source deductions slightly differing from ' 
his own. He begins with a formula, that the 
whole industrial system has passed through the 
stages of slavery, serfdom, wage-earning, and 
that this, in turn, will issue in socialism. 
There is no evidence as to the truth of the last 
statement except the bare word of the orator. 
All the evidence of history contradicts the first 
statements, since wage-earning is almost as old 
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as humanity, whereas slavery and serfdom were 
developments out of the original system under 
special conditions. Socialism, the imaginary 
final state in the imaginary progression, is, of 
course, to be marked by the total cessation of 
competition. As a matter of fact the progress 
of the world, in nature as in mankind, is the 
result of competition. The spirit of rivalry is 
as innate as the instinct of self-preservation. 
It can never be eradicated and ought not to 
be eradicated. Only its evil manifestations 
should be controlled. The man who tries to do 
better than his neighbors is a far more esti-* 
mable person, from the point of view of society, 
than is one who accepts standards of medioc- 
rity; but the man who tries to do better than 
his neighbors by crushing his neighbors is as 
despicable as one who, in a shipwreck, tries to 
save his life at the expense of other lives. Both 
the desire to excel and the desire to save one’s 
own life are laudable; sometimes the method of 
fulfillment of the desire is damnable. We shall 
never be able to put instincts into ourselves or 
take them out of ourselves, but we are always 
able to enact such laws that instincts shall be 
controlled for the good of society. Very few 
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socialist propagandists ever realize this funda- 
mental difference. Furthermore, all are so 
anxious to improve on a social system which 
has naturally developed from human nature as 
created by God, that they lose all sense of ma- 
terial and spiritual fact, often even of virtue. 
To assure the reality of his delirious dream 
the socialist sometimes actually struggles to 
prevent individual progress, delights in the 
spread of poverty, because it is easy to delude 
a hungry man; and when the majority are 
hungry he thinks that they will vote in despera- 
tion for a program which promises food to 
all. He would destroy the high spirit of emula- 
tion, and to do it he works on the always base 
passions of jealousy and revenge. He forgets 
that evil passions once roused are hard to con- 
trol again. He thinks to create a state without 
rivalry by making the rivalry for dollars, which 
is the only kind he sees, impossible. He will 
never abolish the lust for power, place, posi- 
tion, until he abolishes humanity; will merely 
transfer the business struggle into the field of 
politics, where it can rage unchecked and un- 
restrained. It will be a sorry day for America 
if ever this poisonous panacea is tried. 
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There is, of course, an element of truth and 
of real reform in almost all these nostrums. 
The trouble is that the advocate of each is blind 
to all other truth, blind also to the fallacies 
mingled with his own little bit of truth. The 
trouble is also that each is a remedy for a par- 
ticular ailment, which exists only because the 
whole system needs toning up, and is therefore 
not susceptible to separate treatment. All are 
significant as indicating a national conscious- 
ness that something is wrong. Their followers 
are significant as indicating that each individual 
believes that the injustice, of which the spirit 
of reform is symptomatic, bears only on him- 
self. He chooses the panacea which will help 
him. “ The government should raise my 
wages.” “ The government should prevent you 
from interfering with my profits.” In the eyes 
of almost every American the failure of national 
justice, and the consequent national weakness, 
is apparent only in the national treatment of 
himself. The nation is in worse plight than 
Carlyle’s ship; we are trying to round Cape 
Horn with a crew each one of whom has his 
own particular ideas of navigation, an idea 
usually based on his own particular comfort, 
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each of whom is planning, just as soon as he 
gets his turn at the wheel, to try his theories 
on the ship. In the meantime there are rocks 
ahead of us and around us ; at any moment we 
may run into storms. 
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NATIONAL JUSTICE 

That is just to the individual which gives him 
the right to live, the power both to live and to 
secure as many of the comforts of life as are 
his due. If we can imagine a human being who 
favored parts of his body at the expense of 
others; if a man, for example, delighted in 
exercising his right arm and his right leg, while 
he permitted his left arm and his left leg to 
wither away, we might reasonably say that such 
a man was unjust to himself. In his blind ad- 
miration of the right side of his body he would 
so weaken the left side that no right-handed 
efficiency could protect him from the assault of 
a man able properly to use both his arms. So 
also, on the moral side, if we can imagine a man 
completely self-centered, responsive to no im- 
pulse except the selfish one, we should know that 
in a crisis he would have no friends to assist 
him. Or, at the other end of the scale, if we 
can imagine a man so benevolent that he gives 
all his strength, all his material goods, all his 
45 
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weapons of self-defense to others, we know that 
he will probably not long survive ; even though 
he may have the luck to go through life without 
meeting an evil-disposed human being, he is 
pretty sure to succumb to accident. Such in- 
dividuals as these, physically or morally unjust 
to themselves, will either go under in the strug- 
gle for existence, or will have to be, finally, a 
charge on the protection of others. It must 
be remembered, however, that injustice to one’s 
self is hardly, if ever, conscious. It is the re- 
sult of mental or moral weakness which can 
often be corrected. If this is impossible the 
rights of the individual cease, except in so far 
as they may be upheld by the humanitarian 
impulses of stronger, because more normal men. 

A nation is strictly comparable to an indi- 
vidual. National justice, from the point of 
view of the nation, means the right to live, the 
power to live and to secure all the material 
benefits that are its due. The government is, 
or ought to be, the mind of the nation. To be 
of value it should be a discriminating mind, 
powerful enough to prevent uneven development 
of parts, to protect the rights of one arm 
against those of another, to curb excessive self- 
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ishness, manifested by total disregard of the 
rights of other nations, or excessive benevolence, 
manifested by lack of proper protection of its 
own rights against foreign depredation. Only 
a government able to insure all this is just to 
the nation. From the outside point of view, 
moreover, a nation is inevitably judged by its 
government ; when an absolute monarchy, some- 
times unfairly to the nation, when a democracy, 
always fairly, for the whole nation is responsible 
for its government. A corrupt government in 
any state may be put down by popular upris- 
ing, which is the assertion of the necessity of 
national justice, by which only the state is able 
to continue an independent existence. In cer- 
tain instances corruption, of course, may have 
extended throughout the nation to such an ex- 
tent that the state really, according to a higher 
law than that of individual justice, has no 
longer the right to live. Such may be the con- 
dition of Persia; such, a few years since, may 
have been the condition of Morocco; but, even 
in these extreme cases, the nation itself will still 
consider that it has the right to live, and for it, 
therefore, irrespective of the opinion of the 
rest of the world, the just course of internal 
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administration is that which prolongs life. If, 
really, the nation is impossible, other nations 
will see to it that the sentence of death is duly 
executed. 

“ All this may be true,” some one will say, 
“ but what is the use of making platitudes 
about it. The United States is a strong na- 
tion, rich in material goods, eager in all re- 
forms and in the cause of humanity. There 
is no danger that we shall ever become the im- 
possible nation.” Probably no nation knows 
that it is becoming impossible until its hour has 
struck. The hands of the clock move slowly — 
and sometimes we do not notice their revolution 
— but they move, nevertheless, inexorably. 
America is young, vigorous, growing, coura- 
geous, but our very strength may blind us to the 
seeds of decay within us, and history has more 
than one example of a nation which thought as 
well of itself as we do and was yet cut off in the 
full flower of its self-conceit. All our pro- 
jected reforms, separately valuable though they 
may be, are not panaceas. The adoption of 
any one might give increased vigor to some 
one part, at the probable expense of other 
parts; the adoption of all would bring utter 
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confusion, because they are mutually contra- 
dictory. We are strong and vigorous now be- 
cause material circumstances have made na- 
tional vigor possible without effort; but we 
have no longer unlimited tracts of land to set- 
tle; we have no longer an unlimited labor 
supply of the sort that gives strength to in- 
dustry and to the country as a whole; we are 
rapidly passing from youth into manhood. 
Only by common action, in the election of re- 
sponsible and discriminating officials, can we 
prolong the period of healthy maturity, save 
the state from internal decay and from ex- 
ternal assault. Only by accident, furthermore, 
shall we ever secure a thoroughly responsible 
government if we continue to estimate candi- 
dates for office solely according to whether they 
approve or oppose woman suffrage, 6r prohibi- 
tion, or a high tariff. We may well become the 
strongest nation on earth — the European war 
has increased our chances tenfold! — but we 
cannot hold such a position merely by proclaim- 
ing that we have attained it, nor by strength- 
ening one arm at the expense of the other. We 
cannot, indeed, without effort, hold any position 
into which chance may, for the moment, have 
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thrust us, until we have learned that conserva- 
tion is as important, and sometimes more diffi- 
cult, than acquisition. Other nations believe in 
their right to live, will quickly develop again 
their powers to gain for themselves the comforts 
of life, and if these comforts are to be gained 
at our expense they will not hesitate to take 
them, unless we, by strenuous and concerted 
efforts, have established our right to keep them 
for ourselves. 

We in America are altogether too prone to 
pat ourselves on the back, to dwell, with the 
President, on our mission to humanity, to shut 
our eyes to great faults while we make a great 
to-do about our virtues, and, it is fair to say, 
about our little faults — which we are always 
just about to remedy. We see effects and give, 
or pretend to give, explanations as to their 
cause, but we are usually careful not to sug- 
gest causes of which the remedy would be un- 
popular. We recognize, for example, that, as 
civilisation increases, the problems of govern- 
ment become more complex, that the rude jus- 
tice of the frontier is impossible in New York, 
that lynch law is an anachronism. We see that 
now, as always, disputes arise from an antago- 
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nism of interests, but that, whereas it was per- 
fectly possible to hang to the nearest tree the 
very bad and melodramatic man who rode into 
the frontier town and, like a comic-opera 
bandit, attempted to carry off the store- 
keeper’s cattle, it is not feasible to devote a 
forest to the hanging of a vast number of work- 
men who, by an unjust strike, destroy the 
property of a manufacturer. Nor do we find 
it any more possible to electrocute the manu- 
facturer who, by paying insufficient wages, de- 
prives his workmen of the just reward for their 
only valuable commodity, their productive 
power. We are not willing to take any drastic 
measures in the settlement of disputes, largely 
because the government does not see its way to 
any real settlement that would be universally 
popular. Instead we quiet our consciences by 
indulging in a great deal of sentimental talk 
about protecting the weak, whereas really we 
ought to protect the strong. Protection of the 
weak, who are important to politicians because 
they are in the voting majority, tends only to 
give the weak a false and therefore dangerous 
political predominance. 

Government should give its protection to the 


Digitized by Google 



m 


WAKE UP, AMERICA 


producers, whoever and wherever they may be ; 
and it should also avoid the fallacy that pro- 
ducers are only those who work with their 
hands. The man who conceives and brings into 
being a great manufacturing concern, for ex- 
ample, is a much more important producer, is 
much more valuable to the nation, than is any 
one of his workmen — perhaps than are all his 
workmen. It is high time that we dropped the 
sham that one man is nationally quite as im- 
portant as another. Every one who does his 
share in supporting the nation, in adding to the 
material and spiritual wealth of the nation, is 
valuable, but the good foreman is more import- 
ant than the good workman, and the good 
organizer is more important than the good fore- 
man. So also the man who produces true and 
vitalizing ideas, and nothing else — negligible, 
perhaps, in the economic sense, though he may 
be — is probably of higher value to the nation 
than is the man who produces daily so many 
thousand pins. No idea machines have yet 
been invented, although some of our pseudo- 
psychologists of Teutonic origin are working 
in that direction, and the man who is capable 
of digging out from the mine of truth, and then 
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disbursing ideas which lead to action is not only 
the most strenuous but the most effective 
laborer in the state. He makes for national 
efficiency, and national efficiency, when founded 
on justice, is the foundation of national 
strength. 

Germany is, or at least was, the most ma- 
terially efficient nation in the world. Its citi- 
zens had the supreme quality of being able, 
happily, to subordinate their private desires to 
the good of the state. They found, in rigid 
government regulation of the life of the indi- 
vidual, a real freedom, because every citizen was 
taught that everything which made existence 
worth while was dependent on the state. So 
long as a man walked the allotted path, which 
was a happy path because he believed it a path 
of service to a self greater than his own physical 
being, to the state, in fact, in which he, individ- 
ually, was a more or less important but always 
necessary part, he was not affected with petty 
annoyances, freedom from which mean liberty 
to the average man. He was free from per- 
sonal annoyances and therefore believed himself 
free in the highest sense because he lost sight 
of his own petty individuality in the larger 
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individuality of the great, free, advancing na- 
tion. This belief was what made him a " super- 
man.” Paradoxically enough the German auto- 
cratic state approximated very nearly the ideal 
socialistic state. It was supremely efficient, 
but it was efficiency gone mad because it ignored 
the spiritual. 

Government should be strong enough to weld 
its people, which, in a democracy, are nothing 
more nor less than the body of which it is, or 
should be, the mind, into an efficient whole. So 
only can a state endure. But in organizing the 
material forces of the nation government must 
avoid the fatal error of Germany. It must not 
seek to harden the people, spiritually, into one 
undeviating mold. In its just admiration for 
material efficiency, for the smooth co-ordination 
of the various parts of the organism, it must 
not forget that it is dealing with men, not with 
senseless matter, that to coerce the spiritual is 
to kill it. Better, far better for us and for the 
world, that we should “ muddle along ” with all 
our silly little reforms, making egregious blun- 
ders, but all the while, please God, discovering 
a little more of the truth, than that we should 
be mobilized by a military aristocracy into a 
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magnificent, unthinking machine, insensitive, as 
Germany was insensitive, to any right or any 
good beyond her national boundaries. The 
superman is merely a cad outside of his own 
country. If lack of efficiency, a misapprehen- 
sion of national justice, make us weak, that is 
less terrible than a totally self-centered efficiency 
which is the strength of a machine, not the 
strength of organized, self-supporting and mu- 
tually supporting human beings. A false hand 
at the wheel may guide such an engine, built for 
production, into the path of destruction. If 
the people are merely supermen, parts of this 
terribly efficient engine, blindly following a 
false leader, they can have before them only 
gigantic failure, must be finally destroyed by 
the inevitable triumph of spiritual right over 
brute might. Germany will never Germanize 
the world; it will only succeed in making the 
world, in its abhorrence of the machine, refuse 
to learn the worthy lessons which it undoubtedly 
had to teach. 

But America is, at present, in little danger 
of falling into the sin of Germany. We are in 
far greater danger of befuddling ourselves with 
half-baked solutions of the constantly multiply- 
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ing issues of an increasingly complex social sys- 
tem. We are unwilling to give our government 
power to make even the necessary readjust- 
ments, unless, of course, those readjustments 
happen to coincide with the wishes of a numer- 
ical majority. The vote of the half-educated, 
less than half-Americanized immigrant is just 
exactly as effective as the vote of the American- 
born citizen, far sighted enough to see that his 
self-interest coincides with national health. 
And the vote of the average man is far more 
likely to be controlled by sentimental reasons, 
by the silly arguments of the panacea mongers, 
by immediate self-interest, than by any recog- 
nition of national values. The average man 
votes for the leader whose slogan is the cham- 
pionship of the laboring class against the 
capitalist class, ignoring the fact that ulti- 
mately, of course, the interests of the two are 
identical. In the days when tools were few and 
cheap the elimination of capitalism might have 
been conceivable; in this age of expensive ma- 
chinery, talk of the possibility of its elimination 
is only another example of the characteristic 
tendency of Americans to refuse to face facts. 
Either capital must provide the machines which 
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give employment to labor, or we must be will- 
ing frankly to give up the machines and see 
civilization slip back a hundred years. The 
political leader who emphasizes the antagonism 
between labor and capital, instead of seeking 
the finer co-ordination of the two and the regu- 
lation of both, is trying merely to build up the 
control of the weak against the strong. He 
fights against nature. He aims at the creation 
of a state as completely dominated by the pro- 
letariat as the eighteenth century state was 
dominated by the aristocracy. This is clearly 
the trend in American public affairs. It must 
lead to shameful national weakness because it 
ignorantly puts the apparent interests of a part 
of the people above the rights of another part. 

To say that, on the whole, the public interest 
is best served by permitting each individual to 
prosecute his own interest, so long as it does 
not conflict with the rights of others, is to say 
what is undoubtedly true. But the immediate 
and apparent interests of the majority may be 
vitally in conflict with the rights of the minor- 
ity, and in that case to legislate in favor of the 
majority is contrary to national justice. Yet 
this is just what we are doing, and more and 
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more openly because we have no leaders, in 
power at least, who are willing to look beyond 
the vote-getting capacity of their political 
party. This is the explanation of much of our 
labor legislation. It is pushed through dis- 
honestly to curry favor with the voters; it is 
advocated honestly but stupidly by those who 
put sentimental regard for the “ oppressed 
workmen ” above common sense. It results in 
merely shifting the angle of oppression, not in 
doing away with oppression; in concentrating 
power in the hands of those who have the small- 
est stake in our national welfare, or who, at any 
rate, are least conscious of the dependence of 
their own prosperity on that of the nation. 
The government which legislates for the ma- 
jority, without regard for national justice, de- 
crees its own doom and jeopardizes the life of 
the nation. 

A democratic government is undoubtedly the 
most expensive of any. In America it is es- 
pecially wasteful because we are apparently 
afraid to employ specialists to do the work of 
government — afraid simply because specialists 
know so much more about the subject than we 
commoners know. No one would be such a fool 
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as to appoint an accomplished wood-engraver 
as head of a bank, or to ask an electrician to 
plant his cabbages, yet nobody seems to see the 
equal absurdity of placing an amiable and not 
particularly successful newspaper editor at the 
head of the Navy Department. Even the fact 
that Mr. Daniels has blindly followed the Dem- 
ocratic party through all its kaleidoscopic 
changes of opinion during the last few years 
is not proof that he will be able to judge wisely 
between the rival claims of battle cruisers and 
submarines. In national affairs we might learn 
much to our advantage from the conduct of 
business. The manager of a manufacturing 
concern is one who thoroughly understands that 
particular kind of manufacturing; the board 
of directors, to whom he is responsible, are 
usually laymen. Business has learned that ex- 
pert guidance is essential, but that lay control 
is also necessary, because the expert often loses 
sight of all that is not connected with his special 
subject. Business has learned, also, the great 
importance of permanency, to hold on fast to 
the man who does his work well. Government 
is, of course, a very different matter, but in 
many respects it presents the same problems 
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and the same needs. Its efficiency would be 
enormously increased if it could have expert 
guidance in its various departments, guidance 
which would be always, in a democracy, under 
the lay control of public opinion ; if by the fear- 
less adoption of civil service it could ensure 
permanency in office of men who serve the coun- 
try well. The President can obviously be an 
expert only in his knowledge of men and in his 
power of leadership. 

Why should we not want our government to 
be more efficient than any business corporation? 
Partly, perhaps, it is because of misdirected 
pride. We should rather be able to interfere 
with a weak, stupid, inefficient government, than 
be led by a strong, efficient, just government to 
which we have, ourselves, given the power. 
Partly, also, it is because of that selfishness 
which is the mightiest opponent of national 
justice. We fear lest a more efficient and a 
juster government should cut off some personal 
privilege which we know very well interferes 
with the rights of others. Some few, further- 
more, refuse to see that improvement is possible. 
They are made senseless by oft-repeated 
phrases, flowing out, in these days, with ever 
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more frequent reiteration from Washington — 
such phrases as “ America has proved the 
greatness of the democratic idea,” 66 America is 
the champion of the oppressed, the greatest 
moral force in the world.” Perhaps the history 
of our relations with Mexico and with Germany 
has slightly shaken the faith of some few in the 
eternal truth of these aphorisms, but many 
more are still dominated by the power of the 
meaningless words. 

Pride, covetousness, vainglory that is hypoc- 
risy — these three, for us Americans, are the 
deadly enemies of national justice, as indeed 
they are for most of the ideals of this earth 
which are beautiful and worthy of highest re- 
spect. They are vices which we must face 
squarely, which we must not endeavor to hide 
under more pleasant sounding names. We 
cannot be “ too proud to fight ” these vices, 
and, until we conquer them, we shall neither be 
able to take nor to hold the place among the 
nations which we believe to be our right. 
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RESPONSIBILITY 

The United States, like any other nation, is a 
voluntary association of all citizens for mutual 
protection and benefit. Our form of govern- 
ment happens to be democratic; that is, after 
voluntarily associating ourselves for the pur- 
poses specified, we, the citizens, decided that 
laws to insure common safety and to promote 
national prosperity should be enacted and en- 
forced by a government chosen directly by the 
whole people. Whether or not this form of 
government is better or worse than other forms 
is not the point. It is the form we have chosen 
and by which we must abide. It is a fact, good 
or bad just in so far as the government pro- 
motes those objects for which it was established. 
It fails in those objects whenever it permits 
injustice to any part of the people, or deviates 
from its duty of providing fit protection for 
national institutions. It succeeds when it 
maintains the dignity of the country abroad', 
when it protects the lives and the property of 
62 
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its citizens and insists on equal justice for all. 
To be highly successful, furthermore, the gov- 
ernment must not be merely a machine for 
registering the winds of public opinion, but 
must have certain judicial quality, in that it 
should not accept the statements of this or that 
group of persons as to this or that particular 
injustice, but must make its own decision after 
weighing all evidence. It should realize, more- 
over, that even the evidence of the majority is 
not of necessity decisive, since mere quantity 
of evidence need not outweigh quality. Finally 
it should have initiative. After making its 
decision it should have the courage to act. 

In this last characteristic the American gov- 
ernment fails, and to a large measure it fails 
because it is a party, not a national, govern- 
ment. It is afraid and it is therefore weak. 
Let us take, for example, a hypothetical case. 
The labor unions want to legalize the closed 
shop. Certain Democratic politicians — the 
Republicans are supposedly in power — prom- 
ise to work for such legislation in case they are 
elected. The union officials, thereupon, in- 
struct their followers to vote the Democratic 
ticket. The party comes into power, having 
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received a majority of the votes of the nation. 
It has literally been elected by the votes of the 
union members who want the closed shop and 
feels more or less bound to fulfill its promises. 
But these votes, which have brought the party 
into temporary control, do not in any way rep- 
resent the wishes of the majority of American 
citizens, or anything like a majority; they may 
not even represent the wishes of the majority 
of the party. Most people who voted the 
Democratic ticket did so for quite other 
reasons; many were directly opposed to the 
closed shop, as an example of what seemed to 
them serious national injustice. The promise 
of the leaders may not have appeared in the 
party platform because the agreement may well 
have been secret, and, if it did appear, many 
voted for the party in spite of that particular 
clause in the platform. Thus, the election 
over, the Democratic party is committed to a 
principle which is very far from having the 
moral sanction of a majority of the people. 
The party leaders then have to discuss the com- 
parative advantages and disadvantages to the 
party of fulfilling the pledges — will it cost 
more v6tes to carry them out or to ignore them? 
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— and their decision, whatever it may be, is 
forced through by appealing to party solidar- 
ity. Literally they say that national justice 
may go to the devil. Openly they say that for 
the honor and glory of the country it is es- 
sential to keep the Democratic party in power 
and, lest we detect the sophism and the dis- 
honesty, they deafen us with beautiful plati- 
tudes about the divine sanction of the popular 
will. God and self-respecting people are made 
responsible for dirty politics. 

Both parties stand, really, on basic principles 
of national policy ; the opposition between 
them should have its source only in the inevit- 
able difference between the broad working out, 
by different minds, of the theories by which 
national justice can best be obtained. A 
strong government will work out the details of 
these theories itself. A weak government, like 
the present Administration, is forever holding 
its ear to the ground to catch the sound waves 
of public opinion on this or that specific ques- 
tion. And these imaginary sound waves are 
very subtle things. They are highly affected 
by the political stripe of the occupant of the 
White House; they cannot reach the govern- 
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mental ear all at once, because that would be 
confusion ; they come from East or West, from 
Wall Street or the farm, as luck will have it. In 
any case they are indicative of almost nothing, 
because the public is incapable of coming to 
any intelligent or intelligible conclusion. On 
such questions as to whether Dumba should or 
should not go home, as to whether the attack 
on the Arabic was “ distinctly unfriendly ” or 
not — that is, from the diplomatic point of 
view — the public cannot possibly hold any 
valid opinion. It has neither sufficient evidence 
nor sufficient knowledge, and the government 
seeking such an opinion is not seeking for light 
on the subject in question but only for light on 
what would probably be its most popular 
course, irrespective of right or wrong. Gen- 
uine public opinion, of the kind which ought 
to produce governmental action, can only exist 
on non-technical questions of long standing. 
There are times when we all want to be told 
the answer, not asked the question. A govern- 
ment is elected for the purpose of deciding such 
matters, not that it may shift them back again 
to the people. Otherwise of what use is it to 
have a government? 
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What America needs more than anything 
else is a government which realizes its own re- 
sponsibilities and is not afraid to accept them. 
But, before we can hope to secure such a gov- 
ernment, we must create a national citizenship 
in which every individual realizes his own re- 
sponsibilities and is not afraid to accept them ; 
in which every man is willing, if necessary, to 
give up some immediate comfort or opportunity 
of gain for the sake of his nation ; is willing to 
vote for those whose single aim, as evidenced 
in deeds, not words, is the ultimate good of the 
nation. If there should come to-day a national 
crisis, which called for the unselfish response of 
every man to the defense of national existence, 
many would hold back but a large proportion 
would respond. If such a crisis should come 
twenty years from now fewer would respond — 
unless we mend our ways — and the proportion 
is bound to decrease in the course of years. 
The reason is simple enough. We all seek to 
get as much as we can from the state and to 
give in return as little as we may. We realize 
dangers to the state only when they touch us. 
We see the weakness only of the parts which 
affect us, and we run after the patent medicine 
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vendors to procure some drug which may be 
applied painlessly. We are not willing to ad- 
mit that there may be mistakes in our whole 
conception of democracy and therefore to seek 
a cure for the illness of parts by building up 
the whole. That would mean effort and self- 
sacrifice from us individually. We prefer to 
flirt with the “ new morality,” to throw on so- 
ciety the blame for disasters that actually arise 
from lack of a fine personal integrity. This 
is pure selfishness and selfishness grows with 
indulgence. Like a cancer it becomes more 
malignant as it grows. Before it is too late 
some flash of divine lightning must bum it into 
our minds that it is only we ourselves — we, the 
selfish, inefficient citizens of this great country; 
we, who vote for miserable little men because 
they promise to do us personally a good turn; 
we, who cannot see that America is bigger and 
more important than our own puny interests; 
we, who blame society for the faults which we 
are too cowardly to remedy; we, who clamor 
for local remedies because we are afraid that 
the building up of the whole nation will affect 
some of our own special privileges ; — ■ that it is 
we ourselves who, finally, may have to plead 


Digitized by Google 



RESPONSIBILITY 69 

guilty to the indictment of the murder of our 
own country. 

A feeling of responsibility is valuable only 
when it induces active support, and how to in- 
duce such a feeling of responsibility to our gov- 
ernment is the fundamental American problem, 
one that sometimes appears almost insoluble. 
The only way to attack it, apparently, is by 
beginning with the converse of the proposition, 
which is equally true; that is: Only the man 

who actively supports the government is con- 
scious of his personal responsibility. Active 
support, being something tangible, is easier to 
bring about than is an intangible feeling; but 
even this, says the pessimist, can only be ac- 
complished if we have, for once, a government 
fearless enough to act according to national 
justice, without reference to party majorities, 
or a government so bad that it precipitates a 
crisis which will convince us that we must act 
or die. 

We have all had it dinned into us that it is 
the duty of every man to vote, that this is true 
support <rf government. The proposition is 
perfectly valid, so far as it goes, in the case of 
every voter who casts his ballot thoughtfully, 
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with scrupulous regard to the interests of the 
whole country and to the character of the men 
who are to administer national funds and de- 
cide national policy. It is perfectly invalid in 
the case of the majority of voters, who cast 
their ballots ignorantly, at the behest of party 
leaders who arouse only the selfish class in- 
stincts and prejudices of the voters. Better, 
far better for America, if such votes were never 
cast at all. These voters have, or think they 
have, no stake in the welfare of the country. 
They vote for what they believe to be their own 
good, and that is not support, for support 
means the giving of one’s property or of one’s 
self, not the lazy dropping of a bit of paper in 
a box in the same hope that a child, in giving 
a penny for a grab, expects for some greater 
reward than the penny deserves to win. The 
only vote of value is that of a man who has 
some real stake in the government, who has 
given of himself or of his goods, and who will 
therefore strive to secure leadership of the 
highest type. 

Probably the majority of voters in America 
pay no taxes at all. They consider this per- 
fectly right because they think it one of the 
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magnificent privileges of living in an advanced 
democracy that they should have the spending 
of what others contribute. They are too ig- 
norant to understand that wastefulness in the 
appropriation of government money inevitably 
reacts on them in raising the cost of living. 
They can see perfectly clearly the dollars lav- 
ished by men of their own kind, whom they 
have put into fat places, but they cannot, by 
any process of reasoning of which they are 
capable, be made to understand that the few 
dollars, which find their way directly into their 
pockets, are infinitely fewer than the many 
dollars which they spend, over and above what 
should be necessary, in the proper satisfaction 
of their daily needs. The matter has no com- 
plications for them. " The rich people pay the 
taxes, as they ought to. We spend the money 
and distribute it as widely as we can among 
our friends, as is our right.” Could anything 
be more absurdly simple? Even if all who 
argue in this way had to bear their proportion- 
ate share of the taxes, there would doubtless 
still be many whose one aim would be to make 
what they could for themselves out of the public 
funds; but the number would be small who 
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would view with such deep unconcern as they 
do now the pure waste of government. 
Whether a man pays annually one thousand 
dollars or ten dollars makes no difference, so 
long as there has been some sacrifice. He 
wants to see his contribution used, not thrown 
into the gutter. 

In a stock company each stockholder has the 
right to vote, because it is obvious that he will 
vote for what he considers the best interests of 
the company. Men are not called in from the 
street to vote, because they have no stake in 
the company; they have, therefore, no interest 
either in its success or in its failure. The 
stockholder’s right to vote is a privilege, bought 
as a part of his original investment; it is also 
an obligation imposed on him in return for the 
benefits he expects to receive. For both rea- 
sons he exercises his right as thoughtfully as 
may be. He works for the good of the com- 
pany because the success of the company deeply 
concerns his own welfare. The American gov- 
ernment is really a great stock company; but 
we permit everybody, whether or not he may 
own stock, to share in its management, to direct 
its policies. Nearly a century and a half ago 
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we broke away from England, rightly, because 
we were taxed without being given representa- 
tion. Now we have gone to the opposite ex- 
treme. We permit, actually encourage, repre- 
sentation without taxation. We extend our 
protection — outside of Mexico — to all. We 
confer benefits without asking for the smallest 
return, even in loyalty. We bow obsequiously 
to the claims of those who seek to use us only 
for their own material benefit. We legislate 
for them, and for them only. At the same time 
we do all in our power to weaken those who 
would unselfishly aid us in a crisis; and what 
we have taken from them we give to those selfish 
ones who care nothing for the nation except as 
it doles out favors. The government is not 
trying to be just, but to gain votes. All this 
we do in the sacred name of democracy, but in 
reality because we are afraid — afraid, as a 
nation, to stand up for the right, because, as 
party members, we are frightened lest our party 
lose control. The hangers on of the party are 
blinded by lust for possible personal or class 
benefits; the leaders by lust for influence and 
power. 

Of this cowardice we have had recently a 
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good example. One of the principal tenets of 
the Democratic party is the lowering of the 
tariff — a matter the wisdom of which is at 
least debatable, which has, in any case, little 
direct connection with fundamental national 
justice. Belief in a high or a low tariff is 
merely an indication of the working of the in- 
dividual mind on a question of minor importance 
— minor certainly in the ultimate analysis, 
whatever it may appear to the politician of the 
moment. The Democrats kept their pledge 
and materially reduced import duties. They 
realized, of course, that this meant also a se- 
rious reduction in the national revenues, a re- 
duction of income which must be made up in 
some other way. To accomplish this they 
proposed an income tax. “ This kind of tax,” 
they said, “ is fair because it falls on each in 
accordance with his means. It has the ad- 
vantage, moreover, of being a direct tax, which 
indicates to each citizen exactly what he is 
giving in support of the nation.” These are 
fair words and true. An income tax, perhaps 
more than any other, should induce the sense 
of individual support, and therefore of individ- 
ual responsibility. But the Democrats were 
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afraid to be just. They preferred to be popu- 
lar with the masses of people who give no sup- 
port to national government, who are coming 
more and more to believe that government is a 
purely party affair, and that it exists only for 
their benefit. This tax, fair in principle when 
applied to all, was consequently imposed only 
on that very small percentage of the popula- 
tion which already supports the government. 
There was endless beautiful talk of humanity 
and of the protection of the weak, which, being 
literally translated into unsentimental and 
plain English, meant “ protection of party 
votes.” The tax did not distribute the burden 
but only added to the burden already borne by 
the few. It is not a pretty spectacle, this of 
a government bleeding a minority for the sake 
of the venal votes of the majority. Morally 
it is mere bribery, although it cannot be pun- 
ished while those who receive the bribes make 
the laws. In such government is lamentable 
weakness which saps the vitality of the whole 
nation. It is class legislation of the most 
brazen sort, although those who legislate know 
that the strength of the nation consists in sol- 
idarity. Some Americans, it may be, live up to 
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the European idea of all Americans, by worship- 
ing the almighty dollar. Most Americans prac- 
tice a far more dangerous idolatry in the wor- 
ship of the almighty ballot. 

We shall never achieve perfection by extend- 
ing democracy into license. We shall probably 
never achieve perfection at all, but we should 
work toward it, not away from it. Every act 
of government which tends to benefit any one 
class at the unjust expense of another, weakens 
national strength, sows the seeds of future dis- 
ruption. When our tendency is not only to do 
this, but, in addition, to pander to that class 
which thinks only of its own selfish interests and 
feels no responsibility for the nation, we are not 
drifting, we are actually steering on the rocks. 
Business is democratic in the truest sense be- 
cause it gives in accordance with value received ; 
it follows a law of nature. Our government, 
urged on by a majority, is trying to reverse na- 
ture, to give in proportion to value held back. 
If we continue in our madness ; if we fail to put 
national welfare above party politics; if we go 
on rewarding our citizens who sneer at the na- 
tion, who never raise a finger to help it, and for 
their sakes add daily to the burdens, even as we 
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restrict the opportunities, of those who support 
and are willing to support the government, with 
their property and with their lives, the result 
must inevitably be disaster, just as it would be 
in the case of a business which rewarded incom- 
petence, oppressed its faithful and trained em- 
ployees, and appointed as its officers men who 
had no ability except the distorted ability to 
achieve popularity among other incompetents. 
We shall become the sink for the riff-raff of the 
world, for the hordes of the lazy and the vicious. 
“ We extend our protection,” say other govern- 
ments, “ in payment for services rendered.” 
€t We extend our protection,” says the Ameri- 
can party government, “ in return for votes. 
You need pay no taxes; you need undergo no 
military service ; you may lead your own selfish 
lives, secure in the belief that we shall cherish 
you, that we shall always legislate in your fa- 
vor — all this we shall do gladly in return for 
your votes.” Is it for a moment to be doubted 
that America will become increasingly the 
Mecca for the incompetents and the brutally 
selfish of the world? that, even among those 
born within our boundaries, standards of pa- 
triotism and of justice will fall lower and lower? 
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When the feeling of individual responsibility 
finally dies the nation will be in extremis , will lie 
open and undefended to the rapacity or the just 
indignation of the world. 
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NATIONAL SERVICE 

No good American believes that any such disas- 
ter can ever reach his country. His belief is 
justified because he knows that the elements of 
strength far exceed the elements of weakness. 
But weakness that grows out of unchecked dis- 
ease is progressive, and his belief cannot be 
made sure unless he recognizes that there are al- 
ready, in the vigorous body, seeds of disease 
that must be eradicated, and that without delay 
or a coward’s fear of pain. He must force him- 
self to understand that every symptom of ill- 
ness in the body politic has its cause in some de- 
viation from the standards of national justice, 
and that only sound public opinion can hold 
government to strict account. He must be 
willing to admit that formulae may be wrong 
when they do not work. If servile pandering 
to excessive demands of the laboring classes 
has not brought greater loyalty from laboring 
men, has not diminished but rather increased 
social unrest, then he must admit that in all 
79 
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probability the wrong method has been chosen. 
A redoubled ardor in servility will only bring 
greater contempt and final social revolution; 
whereas strictly equal justice would at least 
assure respect. If the party system of govern- 
ment, dependent on majority votes, has resulted 
in weakness through injustice, the good citizen 
must strive so to reform the party system that 
purely national policy may have continuity and 
strength. If he believes the theory that de- 
mocracy is the only cleansing and uplifting 
force in government he must make his definition 
of democracy so accurate that its existence and 
extension will bring the blessings he anticipates. 
He must, for the moment, try rather to improve 
than to increase democracy. 

Exactly here is the crux of the whole matter. 
That we are committed to democracy is a fact 
which must be accepted by loyal citizens. But 
we are permitting the politicians to convert our 
idea of democracy — the very fact of democ- 
racy — into a kind of upside-down aristocracy. 
For our own national salvation we must define 
once more, and then stick to the definition in 
spite of the exigencies of party politics. A 
democratic state is one in which every man has 
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the opportunity to make what he can of himself 
in accordance with his abilities, but without in- 
terfering unjustly with the same inherent right 
of every other man. The very phrase “ demo- 
cratic state,” however, suggests a necessary ex- 
tension of the definition. The state assures to 
each individual the rights which are his due; it 
also guarantees to protect those rights with its 
whole power. An absolute monarchy gives 
rights to its subjects, and then guarantees pro- 
tection in the rights it has conceded, but, in 
return, it demands and obtains support in the 
shape of taxes and military service from all. A 
democratic state does not concede rights to its 
citizens because those rights are inherent in the 
constitution; the state is the people, who have 
voluntarily organized, for the sake of the indi- 
vidual protection which can only be afforded by 
organization, and have then freely delegated 
authority to a central governing body. In 
either case, however, there is the fact of a state, 
which exists and is able to afford protection to 
all only if it is supported by all — whether in 
Germany by the command of the Kaiser, or in 
America by the will of the people, makes no 
difference in principle. The very fact of a 
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state, therefore, implies support, in some form 
or other, on the part of the people; but in an 
absolute monarchy it cannot be avoided, in a 
democracy it may be avoided by a large propor- 
tion of the population. There is an inexorable 
law of nature that nothing can give indefinitely 
without receiving something in exchange. The 
spring would cease to pour out its waters unless 
the rain replenished it; farmers would cease to 
raise com unless somebody bought it. So, with 
equal certainty, the state will cease to give pro- 
tection unless it receives from its citizens that 
support which will supply the sources of pro- 
tection. A really democratic state, therefore, 
is not only one in which every man has his fair 
opportunity, but in which every man shoulders 
his fair share of responsibility. With this con- 
ception of a democratic state admitted and 
acted upon the future of America is safe. 
Without it — and more and more every year we 
ratify the principle that a larger and larger 
part of the people have no obligation to the 
state but have, nevertheless, a right to receive 
much from the state — we can only grow na- 
tionally weaker, less able to regulate justly our 
internal affairs and to repel outside aggression. 
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If it is right for us to exist as a state at all 
— and no decent American can think the con- 
trary — we must make the state powerful 
through our support, each according to his in- 
dividual ability. If we have allowed ourselves 
to drift into such a condition of mean selfishness 
that any large proportion of citizens refuse to 
give service voluntarily, then the rest of the 
citizens must have the courage and the power 
to force recalcitrants into line. Those who do 
not serve, weaken, are a burden sapping national 
life. We should say as a nation, “ Unless you 
do your part we will not do ours. You may re- 
main under the protection of American laws 
just so long as you do your share towards sup- 
porting those principles for which democratic 
America was founded and ought to stand, but 
no longer. We do not recognize the casting of 
a selfish party vote as adequate service. We 
demand that, according to your means, you 
shall do your proportionate share in the finan- 
cial support of the country, that you shall give 
so much of your time as shall make you fit to 
defend your country in time of need. We want 
no more lip-service; we want acts that prove 
your loyalty. If there is injustice in the na- 
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tion we shall do our utmost to right it, but we 
believe that injustice and causes of friction be- 
tween individuals and social groups will dimin- 
ish only when you are giving to the nation what 
is justly its due.” Some day we shall have a 
great leader who will break the shackles of 
party and speak that truth which it will be good 
for the country to hear. And under great lead- 
ership, the country will have the courage to 
obey. 

Each State is represented in Congress — that 
is, serves the nation through its representatives 
— in two ways. It has, in the House of Rep- 
resentatives a number proportioned to the num- 
ber of its inhabitants ; it has its two senators, 
whether it is densely or thinly populated, 
whether it is rich or poor. This state service to 
the nation is, in principle, what individual serv- 
ice ought to be. Every man should give of his 
dollars, in proportion to their number, as the 
State gives of its men to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Every man should give a certain 
definite amount of his time — and time is the 
same for rich and poor — as the State gives 
always its two citizens to the Senate. No mat- 
ter how efficient our government may become in 
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the administration of our internal affairs, no 
matter how rich and prosperous the nation may 
be, we are not for one moment on a safe basis, 
when swift destruction, which we have no means 
of repelling, may at any moment come from 
without. 

The United States is not a militaristic nation 
and will never become one. We have no desire 
for conquests ; our aim is peace. But the senti- 
mental arguments of the pacifists will not bring 
us peace, because they ignore facts. To say 
that we should develop our industries to the 
point where we may be absolutely self-support- 
ing, and then isolate ourselves from the rest 
of the world is only puerile disregard of eco- 
nomic law and of human nature. Desire never 
has been and never will be limited by national 
boundaries and the legitimate satisfaction of de- 
sire must continue to bring us into contact with 
other nations. We can never renounce our 
share in the councils of the world. Indeed, 
only by having such contact with other civiliza- 
tions can we progress. A completely isolated 
people must, in the nature of things, become 
provincial and stagnant. A nation, to be of 
growing value, must both give and take, even 
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though the exchange will always include the 
possibility of disagreements; and even though 
disagreements, since we happen to be human, 
not divine, always carry with them the possibil- 
ity of appeal to arms. But even if we grant 
the hope that America may never consciously 
seek war, and the fear that we may be cowardly 
enough to refuse to take up arms in a just cause 
— that we may be “ too proud to fight,” to 
sugar-coat the hideous possibility — it yet re- 
mains true that there are bandits among na- 
tions as well as among individuals, that weak- 
ness does not disarm cupidity. Whatever airy 
fancies on this theme may be painted by quite 
honest and quite stupid pacifists, the grim fact 
yet remains that nobody has ever heard of a 
highwayman who hesitated to attack the trav- 
eler with money-bags because that trustful gen- 
tleman scorned to carry a six-shooter. Ger- 
many did not spare Belgium because Belgium was 
unprepared to repel invasion, and Belgium had 
more reason to feel safe than we have. She 
trusted to international guarantees of perpet- 
ual neutrality and consequent freedom from in- 
vasion. Nobody has yet suggested that the 
United States be officially neutralized, although 
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Bryan, with his touching belief in the sanctity 
of treaties, would undoubtedly welcome such a 
guarantee. 

The necessity of preparedness is fact, not 
theory. The obligation on every able-bodied 
man to defend his country is fact, not theory. 
And the best defense of the legitimate rights of 
the country, the best defense against the very 
possibility of hostilities, is adequate military 
preparation. A man who builds a house in a 
district known to be infested with burglars does 
not wait until the thief is at the door to order a 
lock. The very fact that the house is furnished 
with locks and burglar alarms tends to keep the 
burglar away. It is just as sensible to say that 
reasonable military preparedness makes a nation 
eager to go to war as to say that putting locks 
on one’s own doors makes one eager to be a 
thief. 

This simple truth appears to be finding its 
way at last into the consciousness of most 
Americans. As usual a tremendous object les- 
son has been needed to teach us, since we have 
no leaders unselfish enough to risk their imme- 
diate political future by insisting on the facts 
they must know. They prefer to gamble on 


Digitized by Google 



88 


WAKE UP, AMERICA 


the chance that nothing will happen while they 
are in power. Roosevelt, to be sure, has warned 
us steadily, but seldom tactfully, and has un- 
fortunately, through his characteristic exag- 
geration, given the impression that he is itching 
for a fight. The American people do not want 
to fight, but they are beginning to see that 
Roosevelt’s facts are correct, whatever may be 
his manner. They are beginning to demand 
that something be done, and the demand is be- 
coming so outspoken that even the present vac- 
illating Administration foresees political defeat 
unless it makes a show of acceding to the de- 
mand. We have too sternly before us the 
bloody object lesson of lack of preparedness in 
England any longer to postpone some action. 
But what are we to do? 

Two methods of meeting our obvious need 
are possible. We may materially increase the 
size of our voluntary professional army, or we 
may resort to universal compulsory military 
training. 

Materially to increase our voluntary profes- 
sional army will be very difficult and very ex- 
pensive. In spite of these objections, however, 
it is the plan recommended by the Administra- 
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tion, because it is less dangerous politically. 
It, as usual, avoids putting any easily recog- 
nized burden on the majority of voters. To 
the thinker other objections become very clear. 
The army will be only officially voluntary, for 
there is moral compulsion and the compulsion 
of necessity as well as official compulsion. To 
get recruits in sufficient numbers, the pay being 
small, it will be necessary to resort to what are 
really underhanded methods, as has been done 
in England. A man joins in an excess of mis- 
taken enthusiasm or under the stress of hunger, 
or even when he is intoxicated. Then there is 
no escaping. The government does not permit 
contract labor on the part of its citizens, but 
it makes contracts itself and holds the con- 
tractors inexorably to their word. Such an 
army, moreover, would not be permanent. The 
national burden of expense would be great, and 
just as soon as the supreme object lesson of 
Europe is no longer before us we should begin 
to discuss retrenchment, should fail any longer 
to realize the use of such an expense. The 
national forces would again be cut down by 
politicians eager to make political capital out 
of a display of economy or to get more plunder 
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for their own districts, and, after a few years, 
we should be as defenseless as we are to-day, 
possibly at a time when, without knowing it, 
we were most desperately in need of adequate 
defense. A larger professional army would 
certainly be better than nothing. It would 
not permanently solve our problem. 

The only alternative is some kind of uni- 
versal military service, and this has a horrid 
sound to pacifists and to the great mass of 
selfish citizens who angrily grasp the fact that 
it means self-sacrifice on their part as well as 
on the part of those who, so far, have borne 
all the burden. This national service would, 
of course, not mean anything like the two years’ 
service with the colors in Germany nor the 
three years’ service in France. It would rather 
be modeled on the Swiss or the Australian sys- 
tem, or else, as being easier to manage in such a 
huge country, and as entailing less hardship 
on the recruits, it might be continuous service 
of a single year. This last suggestion, which 
is strongly urged by experts who have studied 
the matter, would, like the Swiss system, mean 
certain preliminary training in school, princi- 
pally of an athletic nature, from the age of 
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twelve. It would then mean a year of continu- 
ous service with the colors at about the age of 
twenty, and nothing more. The Swiss system, 
of several shorter periods of service, is already 
widely understood. It would, apparently, be 
effective in producing a citizenry trained for 
service in case of war, but it would certainly 
be harder to manage. Employers would be 
irritated at having to give up their employees 
several different times, and young men starting 
in business would rebel at having their work 
continually broken into. With the compara- 
tively slight military training involved in 
either of these plans army officers believe, how- 
ever, that every male citizen physically and 
mentally and morally sound would, in the 
dreaded event of war, be able to join the colors 
as an efficient soldier in a short time; ready, 
not after a year, but after a few weeks at most, 
ably to support the regular army. These 
plans, let it be noted, do not necessarily con- 
template compulsory service in time of war, 
but only compulsory training. It is certain 
that few men whose training had given them a 
feeling of responsibility to the state, and who 
knew themselves to be efficient soldiers, would 
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hold back at a time of crisis. Acceptance of 
" the great adventure,” the offer to give one’s 
life to preserve the nation, might still be vol- 
untary. But it would be a glad, not a grudg- 
ing offer, because the individual would have 
learned to answer the signal and would know 
himself to be fit. 

The arguments against national service are 
as many as they are unsound or ignoble. It 
is necessary to look at only one or two, since 
in them are included all which have any sem- 
blance of validity. Such an excuse as hesita- 
tion on the part of the party in power to press 
the plan for fear of political disaster is too 
contemptible to be considered, yet this, more 
than anything else, prevents its effective and 
frank discussion. Such service is said, first of 
all, to be economically impossible; young men 
must not be drawn, at a critical period of their 
lives, from their work or their study, as the 
case may be ; the productive power of the com- 
munity would, in consequence, be immeasurably 
decreased. This argument is heard almost, if 
not quite as often as the other, but it is seldom 
enunciated with such violence. National serv- 
ice is undemocratic, one hears on every side, 
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because it is compulsory. America is a free 
country. 

First as to the economic argument. It is 
perhaps no answer, but it is nevertheless a 
fact, that Germany and France, with their two 
years’ service — the three years of France has 
not been fully tested — have by no means fallen 
behind the rest of the world in their producing 
power. Only a very bold man would assert the 
United States to be more efficient, commercially, 
than is Germany. Perhaps it would be fairer, 
however, to confine ourselves to America. The 
claim of interference with study is mere non- 
sense, because college men would, after learning 
the lessons of economy of time, of promptness 
in filling engagements, of strict performance of 
duty of the moment, be able to pursue their 
studies to far greater advantage. Or, if the 
Swiss system of short terms of service were 
adopted, they would be better mentally and 
physically after summers in camp than after 
summers spent in the idle pursuit of pleasure. 
As to those who must, almost in boyhood, be- 
come producers, the argument in favor of such 
training is even stronger. Such men are apt 
to become weak physically — they do not stand 
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straight, they do not breathe enough fresh air, 
they do not know how to use their muscles to 
the best advantage, they begin to grow old at 
forty. For such men military training in the 
open would be invaluable. By slightly curtail- 
ing the period of production in youth this 
training would extend it greatly in middle age, 
not to speak of the fact that it would un- 
doubtedly increase the productive power at all 
stages. These things are admitted by all na- 
tions which have universal military training. 
No measure which will sensibly increase the 
productive power of the nation can wisely be 
attacked on economic grounds. 

Even less defensible is the strident accusa- 
tion that military national service is undemo- 
cratic. It is rather the very essence of true 
democracy because no exceptions are made, 
and because it is the effort of all alike for the 
common good. In one period of life, at least, 
it is the perfect recognition of equality. He 
who shouts for equality of privilege and at the 
same time denies equality of obligation is not 
supporting democracy but license. The an- 
cient argument that the rich must support the 
state with their money in times of peace, and 
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that in war the poor must support it with their 
bodies, has a certain specious appearance of 
reason, because it seems to imply a division of 
responsibility. When analyzed it is wildly 
unjust, because money has no possible relative 
value to life. But this proposition is never 
seriously advanced in America. What is every 
day more strenuously demanded is that the 
rich should support the nation with their money 
all the time, and, at a time of crisis, with their 
lives, and that the poor should not be expected 
to do anything whatever for the state except, 
at stated times, to deposit a ballot in a con- 
venient box. This is the absolute negation of 
true democracy. It is nothing more nor less 
than the most brutal form of eighteenth cen- 
tury aristocracy turned upside-down. 

National service, to turn to arguments in its 
favor, would go very far toward breaking up 
unfortunate feelings of class rivalry, because 
such feelings rest largely on misunderstandings. 
We estimate each other largely by our clothes. 
When we are stripped artificial differences dis- 
appear. In the military camp, where all are 
dressed alike, it is character, and character 
only, that counts. Our young men would learn 
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to estimate each other by standards of quick- 
ness of wit arid of body, of manliness, and 
chivalry, and honor, not by outward appear- 
ances. The fellow who has been brought up in 
luxury would cease, for the time being, to feel 
immensely superior to the fellow whom he had 
seen driving an express-wagon, unless that fel- 
low were actually inferior in character, and he 
would never forget that the man in the street 
is still a man, with all the rights of a man. 
And, conversely, the poor boy, who has some- 
how scrambled through a few years of life in 
the slums, would learn not to despise the rich 
man’s son, whose muscles are as strong as his 
own ; he would not forget in after life that such 
a man, also, has his rights as a man and that 
they are worthy of consideration. Nothing is 
so destructive of unfair class prejudice as con- 
tact on equal terms. Of course this would not 
make everybody love everybody else, would not 
disrupt the normal groupings of individuals, 
which are as old as the world, but, in the very 
doing away with untenable grounds of class 
misunderstanding, service with the colors would 
improve the morale of all classes. The quality 
most lacking in- young Americans is the quality 
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of instant obedience, or, if another phrase is 
more acceptable, the capacity for immediate 
response to duty, especially to the duty of co- 
operative effort. The lack of this quality is 
evident among young men of all classes, quite 
as much among the poor as among the rich, 
and if military training would induce a better 
attitude of mind it would immensely raise na- 
tional efficiency, would build up the moral tone 
of the people as a whole. The saying that a 
man cannot be a good leader unless he knows 
how to be a good follower is no less true be- 
cause it is very old. 

Most important of all, perhaps, this national 
service, which would demand of every man a 
certain proportion of his material goods and a 
definite amount of his time, would be recog- 
nized by every one as support of the nation 
and would therefore increase sane and loyal 
patriotism. It would discourage undesirable 
immigration because the chief object of many 
of our undesirable immigrants is to escape just 
such service. It would materially aid, there- 
fore, in the industrial reorganization which 
has become more than ever necessary since the 
great war has disrupted and will, for years to 
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come, prevent the normal reintegration of trade 
and industrial relations between the nations. 
By discouraging undesirable immigrants na- 
tional service would help to hold America for 
Americans; would so increase individual effi- 
ciency that our industries would not suffer from 
the diminution in the stream of immigration; 
so decrease the causes of friction by the re- 
moval of foolish misunderstandings ; so raise 
the national morale by emphasizing the re- 
sponsibility of every citizen, that we should be 
able to hold, through common effort, the acci- 
dental pre-eminence given us by the war in 
Europe. 

Ten years ago the man who dared to advo- 
cate national service would have been derided 
as un-American. To-day he who raises the 
standard is listened to at least respectfully, as 
one whose arguments must be considered, how- 
ever wrong they are. Those only turn aside 
with a sneer who are too selfish to allow any- 
thing to interfere with their private pursuit of 
pleasure or of gain, and those who see in the 
ability to stand straight, to obey quickly, and 
to shoot a rifle in the direction intended, some 
queerly indefinable connection with a lust for 
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conquest. National service would not make 
the country perfect. It would go a long way 
toward eradicating the selfishness, the shift- 
lessness, the lack of discipline, which are at the 
bottom of a large part of our national ills. It 
would not be an economic calamity but an 
economic advantage; it would not be undemo- 
cratic, but rather the final assertion of the right 
of democracy to live. 
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AMERICA TO-DAY 

At this particular moment of time America 
stands, in all material affairs, first among the 
nations of the earth. It is not a position which 
we have achieved for ourselves; rather has it 
been forced upon us by the sorrows and the suf- 
ferings of other nations. It gives us, however, 
a unique opportunity, which we may accept if 
we have the courage to thrust into the back- 
ground all our internal, party differences and 
work together; or which we may reject if we 
are individually too selfish to give up personal 
for national gain, and are willing to accept the 
contempt of the rest of the world. But this 
very opportunity, caused by the crash of other 
and older civilizations, has thrown a pitiless 
light on our faults as well as on our virtues. 
No patriotic American should be willing any 
longer to wear rose-colored spectacles when 
looking at his own country, since he has taken 
them off to stare, horror stricken, on Europe. 

The war has forced us all to discard the pleas- 
100 


Digitized by Google 



AMERICA TO-DAY 


101 


antly conventional and to look at things in all 
the ugly or the beautiful nakedness of truth. 
We have been forced, as it were, to see ourselves 
impersonally, as foreigners see us. The pic- 
ture is not wholly exhilarating. We cannot be 
unreservedly proud of an accidental material 
pre-eminence unless we know it to be based on 
an equal moral and spiritual pre-eminence. 
And if our eyes are really open we shall be 
brave enough not to accept at its face value 
all the grandiloquent, self-congratulatory, but 
pitifully and often consciously misleading rhet- 
oric of our politicians. It will be time to pro- 
tect the rights of humanity when we have 
learned how to protect our own rights. 

We see our cities slovenly and dirty, our 
streets full of ragged holes — and this because 
the money paid in taxes is dishonestly adminis- 
tered. We see the price of food and necessi- 
ties soaring higher and higher — yet we have 
not the courage to strike at the root of the 
subject lest it offend one or other element 
among the voters. We see labor difficulties 
growing in importance and bitterness, while 
politicians, under the pretense of seeking for 
remedies, are feverishly struggling to advance 
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their own interests by promises of more and 
more openly partisan legislation. The abyss 
of class distrust grows broader and deeper. 
We have, in the national capital, a spectacle 
of vacillation, punctuated by acts of arbitrary 
pig-headedness; of fine strong words without 
fine strong action; of weak subservience to the 
dictation of politicians who pretend to in- 
terpret the will of the sovereign people. We 
see no real leadership anywhere. 

We realize all these things, and a thousand 
others, a little, and it accounts for all the at- 
tention we pay to the hosts of political, and 
economic, and sentimental quack reformers. 
We do not yet realize it all in a big enough way 
to ignore the quacks, and to go earnestly at 
the rebuilding and strengthening of the whole 
body of the nation, no matter what may be 
the momentary cost to us as individuals. 

Before the great war Germany looked out at 
her neighbors and summed up their respective 
situations somewhat as follows : “ Russia is 

distracted with political feuds, is shaken with 
the crash of the rising tide of still unintelligible 
democratic ideas against the rock-ribbed tradi- 
tions of bureaucracy ; her military preparations 
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are yet inchoate, and the loyalty of her citizens 
is more than debatable. France is honey- 
combed with political intrigue and chicanery, 
the inevitable results of unbridled republican- 
ism; her hands are tied with governmental in- 
efficiency and dishonesty. England has grown 
hoary with selfishness, is tom with labor dis- 
putes, is about to reap, in civil war, the fruits 
of centuries of stupid treatment of Ireland. 
The hour has come when we can crush France 
and bring Russia to terms; England is too 
slothful and too much in danger of revolution 
to support her friends. We can dispose of her 
later, after we have gained the overlordship of 
Europe/ 5 Germany read correctly all the 
signs of weakness. She vastly underestimated 
the great spiritual reserve of the nations, which, 
at the time of crisis, rallied the Russians about 
the flag; did away in an instant with all the 
political intrigue, which was merely the sordid 
mask over the fine, high soul of France ; roused 
England, as of old, to the defense of the rights 
of others, those inalienable human rights which 
were in peril of being destroyed ruthlessly by 
conscienceless might. In the terrible ordeal by 
battle these nations became morally and spirit- 
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ually great. They are being tried by fire. 
The dross is being burned away and they will 
build again on firmer and nobler foundations. 

In their example is found ground for faith in 
our own spiritual reserve force, but the faith 
implies also a great fear. Is it true that we, 
too, must undergo the ordeal by battle in order 
that, through this bitter recognition of our 
common interests and common dangers, we may 
be made strong and be spiritually purified? 
God forbid! The titanic object lesson before 
us now should make us so sensitive to our faults 
and our weaknesses as to stir us up to act 
voluntarily for the preservation of those ideals 
which are the excuse of our nationality. Even 
more should this be the case since Germany 
summed us up also, and her estimate of us, 
although no less uncomplimentary, has not yet 
been disproved. 

She saw in America a nation made up of un- 
cohering peoples, rent with the discussion of 
political non-essentials, lacking strong leader- 
ship ; a nation selfishly bent on gain and u too 
proud too fight.” Believing this estimate cor- 
rect she announced her submarine blockade of 
England in utter disregard of our rights. She 
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was promptly told by the President, as she 
probably expected to be told, that she would 
be held to “ strict accountability ” for any loss 
of American lives. She understood the Ameri- 
can bluff and that America was making too 
much out of the war to want to get into the 
war; she saw also that America was doing 
nothing whatever to prepare to back up its 
fine words; that there was no truly national 
will to force a weak government to action. 
She had taken the measure of the President, 
perhaps, by his fluctuating record with regard 
to Mexico; his often announced love for hu- 
manity that expressed itself first one way, then 
another, in response to the behest of politicians. 
If the American Government tamely permitted 
its citizens to be murdered by Mexican bandits, 
bent only on plunder, would it be likely to take 
any drastic measures if a few of those same 
citizens happened to be submerged in the 
mighty onrush of the wave of u kultur 99 ? If 
she had thought America strong, led by a 
strong man, who could arouse the slumbering 
national soul, who was determined to support 
the right at any cost, Germany would in all 
probability never have sunk the Lusitania. 
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The judgment which decreed that the fatal tor- 
pedo be launched had already seen through the 
American Government’s bluff. Thought of the 
mangled victims of that massacre very nearly 
made the American people rise above its Presi- 
dent and demand that he make good his high- 
sounding words. It very nearly set free the 
American soul, which Germany had ignored, as 
she had ignored the souls of France and Eng- 
land. But not quite. The people began to lis- 
ten to the pitiful twitterings of Bryan, to think 
of the money flowing into the country in pay- 
ment for war supplies; after a few days they 
were ready to applaud the fine words of another 
“ note ” ; to believe that Presidential rhetoric 
might this time be effective and save the totter- 
ing honor of the country ; that, after all, mere 
words might as nobly protect the rights of 
humanity as deeds — and words are so much 
less expensive ! Other “ incidents,” loss of more 
American lives, have been, as the newspapers 
tell us, “ pondered in solitude by the Presi- 
dent,” who, unable to lead, has followed what 
he believed, perhaps correctly, to be the wishes 
of the majority of his party. Fortunately for 
his reputation Germany found her submarine 
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campaign unsuccessful, lost many of her under- 
sea ships, and perhaps realized, at last, that the 
American people are bigger than the American 
Government, that, as in other free nations, 
there is a reserve of spiritual force that cannot 
permanently be dominated by politicians. So 
we have our “ great diplomatic victory ” ; so 
those who never try to think beneath the surface 
of things can say, “At any rate he kept us 
out of war.” Wilson, with his notes, has not 
kept this country out of war. With the help 
of Bryan, who daily proves himself more con- 
clusively a traitor to all the ideals which have 
built the American nation, the President has 
made Germany believe that she might kill 
American citizens at will, without fear of pun- 
ishment other than verbal castigations and the 
payment of a few dollars. She has acted on 
her knowledge of Wilson’s character and has 
thereby brought us, the American people, to the 
very verge of a war that none but a great leader 
could prevent and that no great leader would 
wish to prevent. But, had there been a great 
leader from the beginning, there would have 
been no murders and consequently no danger of 
war. 
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Now we have taken it upon ourselves to warn 
England that she must not illegally interfere 
with our commerce. We are undoubtedly 
right, just as we were right in our notes to 
Germany. But what are we going to do about 
it? We shall not go to war with England, 
surely, because if highly moral preachments 
are sufficient punishment of Mexico and Ger- 
many for murdering our citizens we are not 
quite material enough to go to war on account 
of interference with our trade. It is true that 
with England we have another argument than 
the possible argument of war. We can pro- 
hibit the export of munitions — and therefore 
more highly reward Germany than we should 
seriously punish England; but to punish the 
lesser offender to the inestimable advantage of 
the greater would be a depth of degradation 
lower than even our present Washington di- 
plomacy has plumbed. We have kept out of 
the war, but at what a cost! We are sneered 
at or hated by all the rest of the world. We 
may talk of our generosity to the war sufferers 
— and, in parts of the country, there has been a 
magnificent response to a mighty need — but as 
a nation we must consent to be judged by our 
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government, as we judge other nations, not by 
the self-sacrifice of noble individuals. Had we 
been strong, firm in purpose, ready to uphold 
our rights we should have been able to keep 
out of the war with honor, because we should 
not have been molested. We should then have 
been really able to work for humanity, to fulfill 
what we are told day by day is our high pur- 
pose. But humanity will have little trust in 
the generous promises of a nation which has 
not even heeded the cries of the women and 
children, its own citizens, drowned on the Lusi- 
tania . 

A hundred years and more ago Washington, 
who was a very great leader, and a man who 
never counted the cost to himself or to his 
party of doing right, prophesied a future 
America self-supporting, glorious, isolated. 
He could not foresee, because mechanical in- 
vention had hardly begun, that, with rapid 
means of transportation and instant communi- 
cation, this splendid isolation would be utterly 
impossible, that America would be compelled 
to become an integral part of the economic 
system of the whole world. He could not even 
have dreamed that, as a result of a world cata- 
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clysm like the present, America might even be- 
come the banker of Europe, its main source of 
supplies. But just exactly this has happened. 
World progress, and finally world disaster, has 
taken from us the possibility of ever living for 
ourselves alone. For a long time our problems 
have been becoming enormously more compli- 
cated. We have been getting on as best we 
might, and on the whole have done pretty well 
for ourselves, in spite of stupid blundering on 
the part of our government. Now the war has 
forced upon us the need of instantly so order- 
ing our internal affairs that we may be able to 
meet all our external obligations efficiently and 
honorably. We need not mobilize our troops 

— if indeed we have any to call to the colors 

— but we must mobilize our industrial forces 
to meet the shock of the world reconstruction 
period, to hold for ourselves, as our right, what 
we have gained by accident. We must also 
prepare to defend ourselves and our posses- 
sions, for when the war is over we shall prob- 
ably not be greatly loved and we certainly shall 
be, comparatively, very rich. We have no 
great leader whose reasonableness, strength, 
sincerity, vision, will lure us all into the path 
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of high, unselfish progress. Our great need 
may yet call forth such a man, but if not we 
must ourselves realize the crisis, break away 
from the fatal belief that the state exists to 
aid us individually and without recompense. 
We must realize that it is time to drop all the 
alluring reforms that masquerade under the 
name of panaceas — suffrage, prohibition, gov- 
ernment ownership, the single tax, socialism 
can wait to a more convenient season ; the safe- 
guarding of national life cannot wait. We 
must spontaneously mobilize for the defense of 
our industries, our democratic institutions, our 
national ideals. 

We are free citizens of a great republic and 
each one, therefore, owes the best that is in him 
to the state. Each one of us is a trustee of the 
United States of America, bound to uphold his 
country with his vote, cast thoughtfully for the 
highest good, with a due proportion of his 
property, with a part of his time, if need be with 
his life. 


THE END 
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